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PREFACE. 



Whoivxr has had the happiness of being acquainted 
with the fiithers and founders of Methodism, either in this 
country or in England^ will remember that thej were 
a class of men of remarkably strong minds, ntentiva 
memories, sound practical wisdom, and good strong 
common sense. Few of them had been blest with • 
liberal education; nor were many of them well read ia 
histoty, plulosophy, or science; but in general they 
were men of observation, and understood 1*"™«^" nap 
ture well; and having been taught in the school of 
Christ, they made a just estimate of die value dP the 
human soul, and laboured to promote its salvation fixna 
the guilt and power of sin, according to the best meam 
in their power. To no class of men, perhaps> since 
the days of the apostles, do ihe words of St. raol and 
his associates apply with etmal propriety and f o r c e 
''In joumeyings often, in labours more abundant; hi 
perils, in weariness, and painfulness, and watchinga, 
and hunger, and thirst; in fiutings, and cold, and dag- 
gers, and deaths oft.'' Many of these veterans passed 
mrough scenes more strange than those of ficlioni and 
vastly more interestinff, because they were true ; and 
most of them, it is believed, acquired a fund of anec- 
dote, arising out of personal adventure and experience^ 
as rich and various as any class of men on earth. Maaj 
of them, also, bad an excellent tact in relating the inta^ 
dents of travel which they gathered up from time to 
time, which made their company truly interesting; 
but few of them had the ability, the disposition, or 
the time to write them down in a style worthy of {re- 
servation. 

The author of the '* Lights and Shadows of Itin^ 
fancy" possessed an ample store of materials for a 
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"Bkatch Book," or an intBrealing biography, iT tie 
conld liave canunandad the Hryicei of a BoBwell, or 
the lalenta of a Wailiington Irring ; but be enjoyed no 
Bach advantages, and roade no aach preleneiom ; and 
would hare been the last man in (he travelling connac- 
tkin to writs a book, or to suffer one to be writlen 
■bout him, if be could have followed the dictates of 
Id* OWD mind. The sin of making many books ia 
not to be charged upon the &tlierB of Metbodism. 
That wai not tbeir mfirmity. But if they were at 
bolt in any parllcalsr, it waa in not keeping a jour- 
nal of evenU, ai they tranjpired, out of which others 
might have conitmetad memoirs worthy of the age in 
which they Ured, nd the cause in wKch they were 



engaged. 
The foil 



__e following incidenti were fhinished, at the re- 
quest of the compiler, by the venerable author himself, 
and published some years since, in a series of numbers, 
m the ChiisCian Advocate and Journal; since which 
they have been often called for in another form. Nu- 
ther the love of money nor the desire nf fame induced 
die author to snhmit to their pnbUcation, hut simplr 
ibo gratification of friends and the desire of doiog good. 
Ai Qoldnailh saye, " There are a hundred faults in this 
thing, and a huudred thin^ mieht be said lo prove 
them beauties ; batit isne^ess. If the /acfi related 
in these pages are not equal in interest to the beau- 
tiM jSrfiOM contained in the Vicar of Wakefield, the 
loven of romance must seek entertainment elsewhere. 
All that the compiler has done with these sketches has 
been to arrange &em, to divide them into chapters, at 
the head of which he baa taken the liber^ lo aiGz a 
pifsage of Bciiptura as a kind of motto, and lo aupplj 
■ word or two, or a reflection, as occasion uught oner. 
G, C, 

Nem-Tiiri, Net. 37, 1844. 



THE SUPERNUMERARY; 

OR, 

LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF ITINERANCY. 



CHAPTER L 

** God forbid that I should ^lory, save in the ctobb of 
our Lord Jesus Christ ; by whom the world is crucified 
unto me, and I unto the worid," Gal. yi, 14. 

I WAS bom in the same year that the 
venerable Bishop Asbury came to this 
country, 1771, five years before the ^ stars 
began to fight against Sisera," if I may so 
express myself to make way for the glorious 
independence of our country. But that is 
nothing to the point. In the early part ci 
my life I had serious thoughts about my fix- 
ture state. At that time our country was not 
80 well informed as it is now, and our rdl- 
gious privileges were vastly inferior to those 
of the present generation. If a man knew 
what true religion was by the time he was 
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thirty yean old, he might think himsetf wefl 
off, for there were do prayer meetingBaDd in- 
viting mourners to the altar in thoee days. 
My morals, however, were Buch that many 
of nay friends thought me to be religious, an^ 
often a^Ecd if I did not thinlf I had tdig^n. 
I repfiod I had not, for I knew ray own heart 
bett^ than aay ooe else^ In one particular 
I was highly &voiKed : I bad a praying mo- 
ther whom I teoderly lavs^ and although 
her itame was n^her Buuice Dor Lois, she 
faughtherchildrentofear God and rererence 
the Holy Scriptures. Parental iustrueticHi, I 
beKeve, ha& a greater ioflueoce on the mind» 
of chUdreatiHU many ara aware; forlwell 
femembear, after my moth^ had been instruct- 
iag OS m the way of tfie Lord, Uke' Joseph I 
eould ikot refrain n^Belf, but had to- seek a 
ptace to weep in, and as a tme penitent — 

** Wlian luh"!] &am. aios to aiglia ; uid Itf dagreet 
Rotu n^u to TOWBf froia vows to iMndMl Itnees i 
nam fcembd kneM to ■ tnia peoove bieui ; 
nam AmM t»tormeB4iiiotio bneipiMiMr 
^ SaMnw)— and tmat bis maiui nlf Ndlbd. 
EfadsaoMFUlMr,. bat welcome riutd." 

io dkl I, lo tftUB gomg into secret ibices to 
,imi^ often find peace ta my iOoL 
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I frequently attended public wcnrship, both 
among the Presbyterians and Baptists, and 
also among the Quakers, without prejudice 
or respect of persons. But I cannot say that 
I ever heard any preaching that reached my 
heart until I heard the Methodists. I well 
remember the time wh^i I first heard the 
name. My father was a trustee of the Pres- 
byterian meeting-house, and having returned 
firom meeting one day, said to my mother 
that the trustees were out of humour, because 
they could not keep the minister any longer. 
He said that he had told them there were 
sixty or seventy Methodist preachers in New- 
Jersey, and that they were great preachers 
too. I was then a small lad, and stood by 
and heard the conversation, and shall always 
remember the thoughts that passed through, 
my mind at that time. Having read in Uie 
Scriptures that the gospel of the kingdom 
must be preached in all the world for a wit- 
ness, and then shall the end come, I thought 
that those preachers were great and good 
men, and that they had begun at the south- 
ern extremity of the world, and were making 
their way to the north, and when they had 
gained the northern extremity, the world 
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would come to an end. After (bis myfether 
invited thtm to preach at his house, and they 
acc^Ked the inviuuitHL The fir^ that came 
was A. H. His text was, " I was glad when 
they said unto m^ Let us go into the house 
of the Lord." The Presbyterian minister was 
there, and after meeting tried to get into a 
dispute with him. Brother H. said, " Do not 
let us contend :" at which the minister said, 
" But what shall we do, for you will preach 
your principles, and I shall preach mine, 
and we shall set the people to quarrelling." 
Brother H. then said, " Let us pray." The 
minister replied, "What is the reason that 
you are not willing to talk with me on those 
points t" Brother H. answered, that he was 
but a youth of nineteen years of age, and did 
not feel himself capable of defending those 
disputed points ; "but in two weeks," said be, 
" my colleague, the Rev. E. C, will be here, 
and he will talk with you as much and as 
kmg as you please." What must this minis- 
ter's views <rf the gospel have been if he 
thought that it was necessary to preach such 
principles as would set the people to quarrel- 
ling? But such is the &ct Men become 
mioiiteii of wxnetbing, they know not what, 
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as foreign from the '^ministry of reconcilia- 
tion," as light from darkness. They sub- 
scribe to articles as contrary to reason as to 
truth ; then set themselves to defend them, 
right or wrong ; and act more like the man 
who said, " Ye know that by this craft we 
have our wealth," than like those first apos- 
tles of Christ, who <^ exhorted the people that 
with purpose of heart they should cleave unto 
the Lord." 

I do not remember now how long it vras 
before E. G. arrived, but I well recollect that 
he came in the power and spirit of the gos- 
pel. His text was, " What I say unto you, I 
say unto all. Watch." His preaching was 
like a dagger to my heart ; but my pride was 
such that for fear I should be seen weeping, 
I went into another room, and placed my ear' 
against the door, that I might hear every 
word, for it seemed that he knew my whole 
heart. I could in part adopt the language 
of the woman of Samaria, who said, " Come, 
see a man that told me all that ever I did." 
This was the preaching that was blessed of 
God to my soul ; and I for one shall have 
cause, I trust, to bless God to all eternity fat 
that truly apostolical plan of carrying the goe- 
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pel to every creature, by means of itinerant 
ministers. How many parts of our country 
would have remained destitute of the gospel 
and gospel ordinances to this day, if they 
could not have had them until they were able 
to have a minister settled |imong them ! Nay, 
more: even sufqposing ministers had been 
settled, and parishes formed, as in other coun- 
tries ; but for Methodism it might have been 
with us as with the Israelites of old, when 
Crod, by the word of Jeremiah, complained 
of them thus: — "The prophete prophesy 
felsely, and the priests bear rule by their 
means ; and my people love to have it so." 
How cutting was the sarcasm, and how just 
was the rebuke, which the translator of Sau- 
rin levelled at our mother country, about the 
time that the colonies became independent. 
" In a village," says he, " made up of a stupid 
thing called a 'squire, a mercenary priest, a 
set of intoxicated farmers, and a train of idle, 
profligate, and miserable poor, and where the 
barbarous rhymes in their church-yard inform 
us that they are all either gone or going to 
heaven ; would it not be infinitely better for 
society, that an honest enthusiast should 
ccmvert these people, rather than let them re- 
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main aa they are ? Any thing of religion is 
faetter than debauchery and blasphemy.'' 
And how much our country would have me- 
rited such a com[daint, if the itinerating sys- 
tem had not found its way hither, let those 
who are older than I judge. 

The '^ circuit riders" came regularly to our 
house, and many were the godly admonitions 
that we received from them ; from E. C in 
particular. When he took his leave of the 
family, he used to take us by the hand, and 
exhort us to seek the Liord. This affected 
me much ; and though I believed he was a 
man of God, yet through fear, and pride, and 
shame, I would not always give him an op- 
portunity to speak to me, but used to hide 
myself among the trees of the garden until 
he went away. I would then creep out of 
my hiding place, and look after him as long 
as I could see him. Such love had I for a 
true minister of the gospel, as I believed him 
to be, even when my heart in many things 
was not right with God. . After this I lost my 
convictions in a great measure, though not 
entirely. My sister being awakened about 
the same time, she sought the Lord with all 
her heart, and soon found peace to her souL 
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Her exemidary life frequently awakened me 
to a sense of my duty. Sometimes I iwed to 
find her in the woods on ber knees at the 
break of day. I tised to say to myself, " She 
is now coaversiDg with her God, but alas for 
me, I am a pow sinner." I never attended 
the preaching of the Methodists, except the 
first time, without feeling conviction, and I 
must say that no preaching seemed to me like 
theirs. 



CHAPTER n. 



It was some time after my sister experienced 
religion that I came to a fixed resolution to 
be for God, and none else. And when I was 
resolved by grace to choose Ae good part, I 
had a great desire to have one of my young 
companions to go with me. Accordingly I 
fixed OQ a day and plan to speak to him on 
the subject. [ went to bis filthe^^9 bouse, and 
said to him, " Will you go to meeting with 
me to-day ?" He at firat said he could not. 
I told him he must gi^ for I had particular 
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business with him that day. He has since 
told me that be then suspected what I wanted 
to say to him. He complied with ray desire, 
and our conversation was on religious sub- 
jects ; but I was not satisfied. ■. I wanted him 
to say that he would go with me to the hea- 
venly Canaan. So when we left the meet- 
ing I made a covenant with God in my own 
mind that I would speak to him on that point 
particularly, that I might know his mind; 
and when we came in sight of the house I 
trembled, but dared not go in until I had freed 
my mind. I at length said to him, '^ My dear 
friend, I have oftentimes thought I would set 
out in the service of God with all my heart, 
if I could get one of my companions to go 
with me." To which he replied, " I will go 
as far as God will enable me." The satisfac- 
tion I then felt I cannot express. It was 
better to me than if I had found thousands 
of gold and silver. We then turned aside 
into the field, and sat down on a rock, and 
bathed it with our tears, while we covenanted 
together to be for God. After this, we used 
frequently to meet together in the woods to 
converse, and pray with and for each other. 
These were indeed the beginning of good 
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days, and the remembrance of them is sweet 
even now. My brother soon joined us. We 
were then three in number, and our union 
increased, until it became like a three-fold 
cord, which is not easily broken. My brother 
and my friend soon found peace, but I was 
left comfortless. Satan now set in with his 
horrid temptations, and strove hard to make 
me believe that God had consigned a part of 
his creatures to eternal misery. O ! horrible 
decree, thought I. I cannot believe it, and 
yet the enemy of God and man would crowd 
on my mind such passages of Scripture as 
these : '^ Jacob have I loved, and Esau have 
I hated ;" ^' One shall be taken, and the other 
left ;" " Many are called, but few chosen f 
-^ The iSrst shall be last, and the last first." 
And never having heard these scriptures pro- 
perly explained, but often quoted in support 
of the doctrines of '^ election and reprobation," 
I was almost driven to despair. I thought I 
should be willing to exchange my condition 
with the worst man on earth, for I thought he 
might be within the reach of mercy, and I 
was not. Satan tempted me to make away 
with myself, but I felt no. desire to yield to 
such a wicked suggestion, and yet I used to 
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thiak thus within myself: ^ I am in the IM^ 
to-day, and to-morrow I may be in helL'^ Wnfti 
in the midst of my greatest distress I oouH 
cry, '' God be merciful to me, a sinner." It 
was while I was thus crying to God for help, 
that his Holy Spirit brought comfort to my 
pool' soul by applying these words, ^^ Whom 
the Lord loveth he chasteneth." I was ena- 
bled to beUeve, and all was joy and peace. 

Soon after this my brother and I, with a 
few others, joined the church, and a class was 
formed in our neighbourhood. My sister had 
joined before, in a neighbouring village, but 
now met with us. I was first led to pray in 
public thus : — ^A local preacher having had 
an appointment in the daytime, gave out for 
A prayer meeting at night at my father's 
house; after which my sister said to him, 
'^ You have appointed a prayer meeting, but 
who will you get to pray?" He replied, "I 
will get your brothers at it." She observed, 
" They have never prayed in public, and I do 
not think that they will now." We did not 
hear this conversation, and of course knew 
nothing of it till afterward. At the time 
appointed, the people came together. The 
4)reacher sung and prayed, and thAa eidaoic^ 
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ed, after which he sung one verse, and tlien 
kneeling down, called on me to pray. I had 
no time to make any excuse; so I opened 
my mouth, and words flowed freely, and my 
soul was filled with peace. After I had fin- 
ished, the preacher called on my brother in 
the same way. He did not refuse, and thus 
we were, as it were, caught in a snare ; but, 
thanks be to God, it was not the snare of the 
devil From this time we began to hold 
prayer meetings, which we kept up for the 
space of two years ; and though, for the most 
part, but few attended, we had some very 
gracious seasons among ourselves. I had a 
great desire to see some converted at our little 
prayer meetings. I thought it would strength- 
en us much, and encourage us to continue 
them. At this time my eldest brother ap- 
peared to trifle with religion ; but I had an 
encoura^g dream one night respecting him. 
In my dream I saw a spring of water come 
up out of a rock as clear as crystal, from 
which there proceeded a number of small 
streams in every direction through the air ; 
and I thought I saw my brother let down a 
pitcher, and draw water from the spring. 
I also thought I saw fire come down from 
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heaven, and it set the stones of the field all in 
a blaze. In the morning I said to my sister, 
" I do believe, sister^ that God is going to re- 
vive his work of grace among us, and that I 
shall see brother H. draw water out of the 
well of salvation ;" at which she said she 
beheved there would be a reformation, for she 
had dreamed that she received a letter from 
heaven in letters of gold, the contents of which 
were, tbat there w^s coming a ship-load of 
love divine from heaven. Soon after this, as 
we were going to meeting one evening at my 
cousin's, she said to me that his brother W. 
was in trouble for the welfare of his soul. I 
said to her, " I will go and see him," and ac- 
cordingly I went, and was much pleased to 
find him and his wife both under exercise of 
mind. I stayed and talked with and prayed 
for them until near midnight; and when 
returning home, I called at my brother H.'s, 
and while knocking at the door, my sister-in- 
law asked who was there ; and when I told 
her, she said, " Come in, for your brother is 
crazy. ^^ I was very much alarmed i but 
when I had entered, O the change in my 
feeUngs ! for I now found him on his knees 
crying for mercy, and saying, " Pray for me '^ 

2 
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and truly it was with me «s it vbb with ths 
disciples, who codd not believe for joy. 1 
could not pray for joy. I tried to pray^ but it 
was mostly praise. He said he bad been 
asle^ and dreamed that ^e day of judgment 
had come, {O that God would send many 
more such dreams .') and that the whole 
worid of mankind stood before the Lord, and 
that he passed a cup amor^ the people, and 
that it went weQ with all that got the cup. 
He stood in suspense for some time, and at 
length got the cup in bis hand. He then 
thought that it would be well with all those 
who should drink of that cap. For this he 
strove hard, and in his agony awoke, crying 
for mercy. And herein was that scripture 
fulfilled which says, " And it shall come to 
pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour 
out my Spnrit upon all flesh : and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams," Acts ii, 17, 

Alter this he trAi us that he never should 
dare to close bis ^ee again in sleep, for be 
was aftaid if be did be should awake in beD. 
He also said that he wished my other brother 
and aster wotUd come and watch with him 
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the next night I then went home light as 
a hart, to carry the glad news — stopped at my 
cousin's, and told them — and when I got home, 
told my brother and sister also. It was a 
time of rejoicing with us, and we concluded 
that we would go and have a pmyer meeting 
with them that night. When the time for 
meeting drew nigh, we started, and prevailed 
on a young woman, a neighbour, to go with 
us, and a happy thing it was for her that she 
went, for that night she found peace to her 
soul, I will now relate a circumstance which 
shows the peculiar care of God over an infant 
child. My cousin had but one child, an in- 
fant of six or seven months old. The mother, 
wishing to go to meeting the night above 
mentioned, said, "I will give this child to 
God until I return from meeting." Accord- 
ingly, she put the child to bed, and locked up 
the house, leaving no person whatever in the 
house with the child. We did not return 
from meeting that night until the rising of the 
sun. I went in with the parents to see how 
it was with the child, and it appeared to lie 
just as it did when the mother left it the pre- 
ceding night. The mother said at the meet- 
ing that«he had given iVie <i\i^<Si'YDLV.^^^^»!c^ 
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of the Lord until she returned, for it seemed 
to her that it was the will of God that she 
should be at the meeting that night. She 
has since said that she could not leave a child 
80 again, unless under similar or some very 
peculiar circumstances. I well recollect, also, 
that as we were going to the meeting, my 
sister said she felt as if the Lord would con- 
vert a soul that night, and my cousin said 
she thought that the Lord would convert six 
or seven. I thought, " That is too many, for 
it is too good to be true." When the meet- 
ing was opened, brother H. got on his knees, 
and made a covenant with God that he would 
never rise from them until he found peace 
to his soul. The power of the Lord then 
came down, and his glory filled the house. 
My brother cried, " O bring me a little water, 
for in a few minutes I shall not have one drop 
to cool my parched tongue." He then said 
to me, "Do you believe there is any mercy 
for me?" I said, "I as much believe it as I 
believe there is a God in heaven." He then 
said, " Did Jesus shed those great drops of 
blood for me ?" I replied, " Yes, and he is 
now, ready and willing to apply it to your 
soul." It was not long: before he took. IiqL4. 
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by faith, and such was his confidence in God, 
that he bade defiance to all the devils in^hell. 
My cousin asked me if I believed there was 
mercy for him. I said I did. He said, 
" How shall I get it ?" I rejdied, " Ever since 
the days of John the Baptist, the kingdom of 
heaven suffereth violence, and the violent 
take it by for6e." He then sprang up from 
the floor, and with haste took off his coat, and 
threw it across the room, and then kneeled 
down again, and said, '^ Lord, make me afraid 
of hell — ^Lord, convict me — ^Lord, I am under 
no conviction — ^Lord, Mary Magdalen had 
seven devils in her, and I have seven thou- 
sand in me !" Thus he continued praying, 
and before morning light appeared the Lord 
broke in upon his soul with the light of his 
countenance. So that night passed away, 
and the morning appeared, before we were 
aware. Six or seven souls found peace, and 
a great reformation ensued. 
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CHAPTER m. 

**Haye they not heard ? Yes, verily, their sound went 
into all the earth, and their words unto the ends of the 
world," Rom. x, 18. 

I NOW began to exhort sinners to turn to 
God; and it was not long before I felt an 
impression on my mind that it was my 
duty to preach. I was much troubled on that 
account; and my trouble increased until I 
ventured to make a covenant with the Lord 
that I would preach if I might tarry at home. 
This eased my mind a little, and I began 
with great weakness and fear. And I have 
often been astonished to think how the people 
could be content to sit and hear me. The 
way I first came to take a text was this : I 
sent an appointment for meeting to a place 
about ten miles off, and when I came there, 
the man of the house said that I must preach, 
for it had been given out that there would be 
preaching, and that the people expected it. I 
said to myself, " By the grace of God I'll try, 
and if he has not called me to the work, I 
hope he will shut my mouth." So I opened 
my Testament on these words, ^^Come, for 
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tSI things are ready/' and had consider- 
able liberty Ir my own mind while discouiH- 
ing thereon. My next text was, " Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock," aad the liberty 
\i^ith which I was fevoured gready exceeded 
the former time. This encouraged me much, 
and I began to arrange my appointments from 
this time somewhat in the form of a circuit. 
My next appointment was at the house of a 
Baptist, and my text was, ^Behold, theae 
ihree years I come seeking fruit oa this fig- 
tree, and find iione.^' I had a good time in 
declaring the word ^ the Lord, aiid when 
I had done, a Baptist womaa^'came to me 
and said, " Tou have preached the greatest 
Methodist sermon I ever heard in my life.^ 
I wais then ignorant of Satan's devices, and 
<x)nclHded in my owr mind that I could 
preach on almoett smy text in the Bible. I 
have often been ashamed of these foolish 
thoughts since, and, through the ja«rcy of 
God, I was soon cared of my fcAj. At my 
next appointment I thought to do great thingm^ 
but the Lord left me to myself and I did no- 
thmg, except lay the foundation for greater 
self-abasement than I had ever felt before. I 
sow found that as Sataja ixndd m$ Jam v^ 



24 THE SUPERNLMERAKY. 

by means of pride, he was determined to dis- 
pute every inch of ground, and that I must 
either fight or die. On the one hand, " the 
word of the Lord was as fire shut up in my 
bones, and I was weary with forbearing," and 
on the other hand the cruel suggestions of 
Satan were as '^ fiery darts'* piercing ray in- 
most soul. I said but little to others concern- 
ing the exerdses of my mind, but cried iinio 
God night and day ; nor did I cry in vain : 
I was gradually raised above my fears, and at 
length went on my way rejoicing. 

My brother T. received license to preach 
a little before I did; mine was sent to me 
from the quarterly conference. At this time 
my father had a large farm, and I and my 
brother used to assist him in the cultivation 
of it; But there seemed to be a call for one 
of us at least to take a circuit. So my bro- 
ther joined the conference, and was appointed 
to a circuit in the north part of the state of 
New-York. This was in the year 1792. 
When my brother returned firom the confer- 
ence, fether was not willing he should go to 
the circuit, he being under age, and I being 
older than he, took his place, and the next day 
started for my appointm^it. Fath» G. was 
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the presiding elder, and brother K. was my 
colleague. I had not travelled six months 
before the charms of " sweet home" almost 
overcame me; for our family was a very 
happy one. We were very happy in each 
other's company when together, and though 
I had cheerfully left them, I cast " many a 
longing lingering look behind." One day I 
had thriee appointments, and nearly forty 
miles to ride. When I came to my evening's 
appointment, the man of the house met me 
at the gate, and informed me that my brother 
Thomas was in the house. I was so overcome 
with joy that 1 did not attempt to preach that 
night, neither couU I sleep after I had gone 
to bed. My brother, however, supplied my 
place in preaching ; so there was no loss to 
the people. The next morning my brother 
agreed to supply my place on the circuit for 
six weeks, and let me go home. I accepted 
of his kindness, and visited my relations, who 
greatly rejoiced at my return. But strange 
to tell, I had not been long at home before I 
felt as great an anxiety to return to my cir- 
cuit as I did to leave it, in order to visit my 
friends. So before six weeks had ^psed I 
went to my work again, and in a short time 
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was app(Hnted to another circuit, leaving my 
brother in the first appointment. 

In my new circuit I met with hard fare, 
and many trials. The country was thinly 
inhabited. In some places there were no 
regular roads. We followed marked trees 
for eight or nine miles together. Provisions 
were scarce, and of the homeliest kind. In 
some instances our greatest luxuries were 
roasted potatoes. JBut thank God, we did 
not stay long at each place. Our appoint- 
ments for preaching were numerous, and the 
distance between them very considerable. 
"Sponging" was not the "besetting sin" of 
those days, nor " large salaries" our greatest 
snare. Sometimes I had no bed to lie on, nor 
blanket to cover me in the coldest weather. 
My saddle-bags were my pillow, and ray great 
coat my "comfortable." The consequence 
was, repeated and violent colds, which laid 
the foundation for those infirmities which 
have for the last two years made me "a 
supernumerary." Could we have had where- 
with to purchase a buffalo robe, and conve- 
nience for carrying it, we might have escaped 
some of the " shsulows of itinerancy." Not- 
withstanding, however, the hard toils and the 
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hard &re of my first winter's appointment, I 
saw good times in another respect, and formed 
some new classes within the bounds of the 
circuit, and added to the church eighty-eight 
hopeful members. 

I attended the conference in 1793, and ar- 
rived at the place in the evening, and was 
appointed to preach the next day ; but the 
cross of having to preach before the preachers 
was so great, that I slept none that night, but 
prayed and wept continually. As I went to the 
meeting-house my knees smote one against 
the other, and when I was in the pulpit, I 
trembled so much that I could not hold the 
hymn-book steady enough to see to read the 
hymn, without lajring it on the pulpit and 
placing my hand on it. I then thought I 
should not Uve long, if such were to be my 
trials. After prayer, however, I gave out my 
text, and my fears were soon gone, and by 
the help of the Lord I preached for once, if I 
ever, preached in my Ufe. I had brought no 
written recommendation with me to the con- 
ference, but my presiding elder spoke to 
Bishop Asbury, who wished me to relate my 
experience and call to the work of the minis- 
try. The bishop and conference seemed sat- 
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isfied. I was received on trial into the travel 
ling connection, and was appointed six months 
to one circuit, and six months to another, fo^ 
the succeeding year. During the latter par^ 
of the year I had some exercises of mind re^ 
specting offering myself as a missionary for 
Canada, for at that time it was customary to 
send to Canada only such as volunteered to go. 
At the conference in 1794, D. Dunham 
came from Canada, and asked me if I would 
go with him to the province. I consented ; and 
though I had not had a regular appointment 
more than one year, the conference accepted 
of my two years' service, such as it was, and 
I was ordained a deacon in the church of God, 
and as I was now going out of the states, I 
was ordained elder the next day. J. Cole- 
man was appointed to go with us. So after 
conference we set out for Canada. But the 
parting with my relatives and near friends 
was a great trial to me, and I was glsul when 
I was out of sight of- the house. We went 
by the way of Albany and Schenectady. At 
Albany we laid in our provisions for the 
journey. When we came to Schenectady 
we found that the company with whom we 
had intended to go had taken their departure. 
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So we tarried a week, and provided ourselves 
with a boat. Two men had engaged to go 
with us, and to work their passage up the 
Mohawk, but an enemy to the Methodists 
persuaded them to relinquish their engage- 
ment with us, which they did, and went with 
him. We were then left alone, and had to 
work ourown passage. When we came to 
the first rapids, which by the Dutch people 
are called "knock 'em stiff," we had our dif-. 
Acuities. I had never used the setting pole 
in my life, and my colleague, J. C, was not 
a very good waterman. When we had al- 
most ascended the rapids, the boat turned 
round, and down the stream she went, much 
more rapidly than she went up. We tried 
again, and when we had almost conquered 
the difficulty, the boat turned again. I then 
jumped overboard, thinking to save the boat 
from going down stream ; but the water was 
over my head. So away went the boat, with 
my companions in it, and I swam to shore. 
The next time we "doubled the cape," and 
that day made a Toyage of ten miles. At 
night .we brought up the boat, and made her 
fast to a tree. We then kindled a fire, put 
on the tea-kettle and the cooking-ijot.^ boiled 
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our potatoes, made our tea, and ate our sup^ 
per with a good appetite and a clear con^ 
science, and after smoking our pipes an^ 
chatting a while, we sung and prayed, anc^ 
then laid ourselves down among the sand anc? 
pebbles on the bank of the river to rest ; but 
I was so wearied with the toils of the day 
that I could not sleep much that night. 



CHAPTER IV. 

*' And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was set : and he took 
of the stones of that place, and put them for his pillows, 
and lay down in that place to sleep,** Gen. xzviii, IJ. 

Next morning, about daybreak, a man 
and his son hailed us from the other side of 
the river, and wished to know if they might 
work their passage to Rome, a distance of 
about eighty miles from the spot where we 
were. Brother Dunham told them if they 
were civil men, and would behave accord- 
ingly, they might, and we would find them 
provisions. So we soon started, but had not 
gone far before one of them began to swear 
profanely. We told him if he did Tvot 
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cease swearing we would set them ashore. 
Not long after this, somethings did not please 
him, and he b^an swearing again as before. 
Brother D., being at the helm, steered the 
boat toward the shore, and gave him his bun- 
dle, and told him to go, saying that he would 
not have a swearer on board. So we parted, 
and found that we got along better without 
them than with them ; and that day, by the 
setting of the sun, we rowed up stream about 
forty miles. We put ashore, as on the pre- 
ceding night, collected the leaves together, 
and made our couch as comfortable as we 
could, for we had no other place for that time 
whereon to lay our heads, being in some 
sense like the patriarch of old, when he was 
on his way to Padan-aram. Our toil by day 
made repose welcome at night, so that when 
the moining light appeared we were rather 
loath to leave our humble beds. The wea- 
ther, however, warned us to depart. It be- 
came stormy by day, and much more so by 
night. We had rain and snow fifteen days 
out of nineteen during that journey. When 
we were going down the Oswego river, two 
men hailed us from the shore, and desired to 
work their passage about twenty mlLea. It 
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was very stormy. I was very weary, and 
glad to rest a little ; so we took them in, and 
I took the helm ; but being warm with work, 
and then sitting stUl in the boat, I took a vi- 
olent cold. Toward evening we saw a small 
log house, and went to it. We found the 
woman sick in bed, and the man in poor 
health. They had three children, and but 
very little to eat. Here we lodged all night 
I laid me down on the stones of the floor^ 
which were very hard and uneven, but we 
kept a good fire all night, and I got into a 
perspiration, which relieved me of my cold a 
little, so that in the morning I felt much bet- 
ter than on the preceding night* Brother D., 
being a physician, administered some medi- 
cine to the woman, which greatly relieved 
her. She appeared to be a pious woman, and 
had been a member of the Baptist Church at 
Ridgefield, in Connecticut, but said she had 
never seen a Methodist before. We had a 
very pleasant and edifying interview with the 
family, that evening, in religious conversation, 
singing, and prayer. When we discovered 
that they were so destitute of provisions, we 
divided our little stock, and shared with them 
of all that we had. They appeared equally 
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Burprised and thankful ; — surprised Aat Mb^ 
thodists (of whom they had heard strange 
things in thdr ovm country) oouU be both 
reh'gious and kind, and thankftU for the dmely 
relief. They wished that we would tell any 
of our Methodist friends, who might have to 
travel that way, to be sure and call on them. 
They desired us also, if ever we came within 
forty miles of them, to be sure and go that 
distance at least out of our way to see them— 
telling us that we^ should be welcome to any 
thing that the house or farm afforded. The 
house, however, was not likely to affocd much| 
and there was scarcely any thing on the fieurm 
but forest trees. This was the only timei 
during our journey of nineteen days, that we 
found a house to shelter us ; and it was good 
for that family that they entertained the 
strangers, for we were in truth as angels of 
mercy to them. . They must have suffered 
greatly had we not called on them. 

At night I have often hunted for a stone or 
a stick for a piHow, and in the morning when 
I took hold of the oar or setting pole I had to 
do it as gently as I could, by reason of the 
soreness of my hands, which were much blis- 
tered and. bruised in rowing the boat We 
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attended to family worship both night and 
morning, although we dept in the woods, and 
the presence of the Lord was with us of a 
truth. When we arrived at the fort of Os- 
wego, on lake Ontario, we were searched Uh 
see if we were not " running goods,^ as they 
called iu This aflair being adjusted without 
any difficulty — for we were neither spies nor 
nnugglers — we were now ready to embark 
on the lake, but the wind blowing high, we 
were detained two days longer. At length 
there was a calm, and we ventured out on the 
broad lake ; and when we had gone about 
twenty miles, the wind rose again, and blew 
right ahead, so that we had to change our 
course, and steer for the Black river country. 
The wind was boisterous, and the waves 
dashed terribly against our little bark, and 
before we reached the shore we struck a rock, 
and split our boat — a circumstance which 
made sailing still more dangerous and un- 
fJeasant. We had a quantity of books on 
board, which were considerably injured by 
being wet When we came ashore we made 
a fire, and dried our clothes and the books, 
and mended our boat as well as we could. 
The next day we embarked again on the 
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lake, but the wiQd was right ahead, which 
caused us to turn our course. We made for 
Salmon river, where we put in for that day ; 
and early in the morning of the next day we 
started again, and pulled at the oars till day* 
light disappeared in the west. We went 
round Stony Point, and into Hungary bay, 
and landed on Grenadier island. When we 
struck the shore I sprang out of the boat and 
fell down on the beach, and thought I never 
knew rest to be so sweet before. But we 
were sensible that it would not do to sit still ; 
therefore we kindled a fire, hung on the 
tea-kettle, ^ cooked some victuals — ate our 
supper, attended femily worship, and retired 
to rest. Our weariness invited repose, nor 
did the murmur of the waves disturb our 
slumbers : and besides, we had that very ne- 
cessary requisite to sound sleep, recommended 
by Dr. Franklin, namely, a good conscience. 
On this island we found a fortification, and 
trees, which seemed to be at least one hun- 
dred years old, gi'owing in the entrenchment. 
The island is in the mouth of Hungary bay, 
and is subject to high winds. Here we were 
detained until we were brought to an allow- 
ance of bread, having only one biscuit a day. 
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I would have given considerable for a piece. 
of bread as big as my hand, if I could hav^ 
obtained it ; but we were afraid of makings 
too free with our little stock, lest it should do^ 
last us until we could get from the island « 
We ate our last biscuit about the middle of 
the day we left the island, and got into har- 
bour on the main land about 11 o'clock at 
night, and glad enough we were when we 
landed. We put up that night at the house 

of our kind friend, Parrott, Esq. He 

and his wife were members of our church, 
and received us very kindly. We informed 
him how it had been with us respecting food. 
Sister Parrott hastened to make supper ready, 
but it was as much as I could do to keep my 
hands from the bread until all was ready. 
We took care not to eat too much that night, 
fearing it might not be so well for us. We 
retired to rest on feather beds, but it was a 
restless night to us all. Brother Coleman had 
a mind to leave the bed and take to the floor, 
but I told him we must get used to it ; so be 
submitted. But our slumbers were not half 
so sweet as on the sandy beach and pebbled 
shore, when we were rocked by the wind, and 
lulled by the rippling wave. 
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CHAPTER V. 

** The wildemeaB and the solitaiy place shall be glad 
for TBXK ; and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as 
the rose. It shall blossom abmidantly, and rejoice even 
with J07 and smging.*' Isa. zzxv, 1, 3. 

One of the '^ lights,'' or joyful circumstances 
of '' itinerancy," is the meeting together , and 
fnutual comforts of the preachers. One of 
the '^ shadows," or sorrowful circumstances, is, 
the separaium^ and solitary sufferings. I 
and my companions were now called to part. 
Brother Dunham went to Niagara circuit, 
brother Coleman to Bay duinte, and I to 
Oswegothe, and we were so fe.r apart that we 
could not often meet. I used to go some- 
times to visit brother C. The distance was 
sixty or seventy miles, and a great part of 
the way I had to travel by the help of mark- 
ed trees, instead of roads. One day I was 
lost in the woods, and wandered about for 
some time, and being on foot I tore my clothes 
very much with the brushwood. But I got 
safely through at last, and our meeting was 
more joyful than if either of us had found a 
purse dt gold. 



3d THE SVPERNTMERART. 

On ray circuit also I had some graciom 
seasons. At one place, in the fourth town^ 

at brother W 's, I used to preach with 

great liberty; but when I had done I £dt 
barren in my own soul, and as much like an 
empty cask as any thing to which I oouU 
compare myself. It seemed as if I had given 
all away, and had nothing left for myself. I 
WEis much dissatisfied with myself notwith- 
standing the people would often signify their 
approbatbn. My soul was in great Stress, 
for I feared lest it should be found that I had 
<' daubed with untempered mortar." I wanted 
to have the people ilessed, and wished that 
brother D. would come and preach there, for 
the people flocked to hear, and I thought he 
might do them good. The more the peo(de 
applauded the worse I felt I then studied 
and prayed to know the will of God respect- 
ing them, and at length concluded that I 
would preach in a more terrific manner when 
I came there again; and so I did ; and when 
I had closed my meeting my soul was full tS, 
peace, and I rejoiced in God my Saviour. I 
then said to brother W., who was the leader 
of the class, ^' I now feel happy, and that I 
have done my duty, and if one half of the 
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eongregation were to oppose inc. it would not 
•disturb my peace," 

The next day I heard that the people were 
ilissatisfied. One ^id, ^'He is not the man 
iie used to be." Another said, ^He now 
tshowB his dffvea fooif and others sud they 
would hear me again. Bat these tibings did 
iiot raove me. By >the grace of Ood.I stood 

** Firm as an iron pillar strongs 
And steadfast as a wall of brass." 

When I came tilers again, instead of my 
large and smiling congr^ation, I had but 
about thirty bearers; but neitter did this 
move me. Before piseacldng I went into a 
joora by myself to pray. While thinking on 
what text I should preach, a passage of Scrip- 
lure came to my mind, and such a field opened 
before me, that I was almost lost to all things 
herejbeiow. When I began my meeting a 
young woman fell to the floor and cried for 
mercy ^ and soon aft^ another cried out for 
mercy. I thought I must finish my senatKHi, 
but I might as well have preached to the 
walls, the cries of the mQ|urnerB were so great; 
so I left my ptdpit, which was nothing more 
than a chair, and went to the moumec^i and 
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prayed for theiD; and encouraged them to 
believe on the Lord Jesus. The first that 
cried fox mercy said, in an agony of soul, 
^ HeDB^ Lord, I am^a poor, miserable, WKetch- 
ed sioner, that nerer did any good in all my 
lifiB^ and I cannot get up without a UamogJ' 
JkaS then she would raise her voiee and gay, 
"Noy Locd^ I wiU not get up witfaoot a. bless- 
ing.'^ She was in this situation for kovrs, 
and at length found peace to her souL She 
then prayed for her sister, as she eatted her, 
who was by this time in such aa agony thai 
she tore her hair^ and beat her head on the 
hearth until her mother became alarmed 
for her^ and ran to her and sakl, " My dear 
dai^IUer, compose yourself, for yon will 
kin yoorsel^'^ at which the daughter said, 
^ Mother, let me alone, for I wiU have Jesus, 
or die.'^ She somi found peace to her soul. 
The young women then kissed each other, 
and one said to the other, ^ Wefl^ sister, we 
will teQ every body what a Jesus we have 
Saaady. and they wfll all come, for we will tell 
diem all about i<v and they irij^eome.'^ ^Yes,** 
said the other, " I love Grod, and God loves; 
me : I love Jesus, and Jesus loves me : I love 
ttO'Qbristiansi and the OhciBtiaiie love met 
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I love eveiy body, and every body loves me." 
I said to the leader, who stood by me at the 
'time, '^ I think she will find that every body 
does not love her, if she does them." I was 
satisfied, however, that she was born of God, 
and blessed with a good measure of that love 
which ^Uhinketh no evil," and I was thank- 
ful for these tokens of good. 

I will now relate a curious fiict respecting 
the family at whose house we held this meet- 
ing. Before the revolutionary war, the man 
and his family lived in Pittsfield, Mass., and 
in the commencement of hostilities he joined 
the (king's) army, and went into Canada, and 
left his wife at home. They had no. corres- 
pondence with each other during the war. 
Her parents lived in Canada at the time. A 
young man at Pittsfield having a desire to 
make her his wife, and finding that he could 
not have access to her without using decejv 
tion, forged a letter in the name of her father, 
stating that her husband was dead. She 
dressed in mourning for him, and at a suita- 
ble time, (as he would have it,) he made her 
a visi^ and at length they were married. At 
the close of the war the husband came home; 
but be&ra he arrived he heard that his wife 
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was married to another man, and that she 
bad heard that he ^vas dead. He then con- 
cluded that she had been deceived, and that 
he would go and see her. She had never 
heard from him until he came in at the door. 
She recognised him as soon as she saw him. 
She was rocking the cradle at the time, in 
which lay an infont which she had by the 
man that had married her in her husbands 
absence. She was very much frightened 
when ^e saw him. He requested her not 
to be frightened, and expressed a wish to see 
the father of her child. The father €Kxm 
came in, and the husband introduced him- 
self to him by telling him his name, and 
pointing to his wife, said, " That is my wife." 
The impostor replied, " No, she is my wife." 
The husband replied again, '^ She is my wife, 
and you have deceived her, and since she has 
been deceived, if she is willing to go with me, 
I shall never reflect on her. I have nothing," 
said he, '^ but my blanket, and my knapsack;" 
at which the woman replied, "I will go." 
Then the deceiver said, ^ You must go with 
only your clothes." She replied, " I will go 
with them only." He said she should not 
have the babe. She answered, she would 
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go without it So she left the babe in the 
cradle, and took her other two children with 
her, and departed. 

They tarried all night in the woods the 
first night, and so on until they got into Ca- 
nada. He then drew, as a bounty, two hun- 
dred acres of land for himself, fifty for his 
wife, and two hundred for his children, and 
two years' provision, with fitrming utensils, 
and then settled on his ftirm near the river 
St. Lawrence, where I found him. He said 
he did not know that there was a tree cut 
down when he got there. So he stretched 
his blanket by the four corners, and that was 
his tent, until he had cut down the trees, and 
rolled the logs together, and built a hut for 
his family, and afterward a house, &c. When 
the Methodist preachers came along, this fa- 
mily heard them, and embraced religion, and 
were ornaments to the cause. Their son and 
daughter also embraced the same faith, and 
in process of time married and settled near 
them. And the little daughter that was left 
an infant, when her father had failed in busi- 
ness, hearing that she had a mother in Ca- 
nada^ ran away, and came to her and intro- 
duced herself, and was received joyfully hy 
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all the family, and was soon brought to ex- 
perience religion, and married, and settled 
near her mother. When I found them they 
were in very comfortable drcnmstances. The 
husband never chided the wife, or seemed to 
think amiss of her, beUeving that she had 
he&n deceived ; and the woman verified that 
scripture which says, " I will now retnm unto 
my first husband, for then it was better with 
me than now." And the circumstance aiibids 
an instance of the purity and strength of the 
" first love." 



CHAPTER VI. 

** When my father and my mother forsake me, then the 
Lord will take mo up,** Psa. xxrii, 10. 

" And they wept sore, and fell on Paul's neck, and 
kiwed him, sorrowing most of all for the words which he 
spake, that they should see his face no more,*' Acts zz, 
87,38. 

I SHALL now relate a circumstance which 
to me seemed an extraordinary interposition 
of divine Providence in the case of Paul Glafih 
ford, a brother to one of the young women 
before mentioned. He was but little more 
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than four years old when the circurostance 
happened. His father's family were moving 
from the Bay of Quinte to Niagara, in a 
small boat. When they were within forty 
miles of Niagara, they went ashore fo cook 
some victuals ; and there being some sarsapa- 
rilla growing in the woods near by, the mo- 
ther said she would give sixpence to that child 
that would gather most. So Paul went with 
the rest of the children to gather the sai^sapa- 
rilla ; but when they thought they had ga- 
thered enough to gain the promised reward, 
they ran toward the lake, leaving Paul be- 
hind, who thought within himself that he 
would gather the most, and thus ensure the 
reward. At length he started, and ran, as 
he thought, toward the place where the com- 
pany were ashore, but soon lost his way. Ho 
continued running about and cr3nng until 
nearly sundown. He then came down to 
the lake, but knew not whether he was be- 
fore or behind the company. So he ran about 
on the beach, first one way and then another, 
imtil it began to grow dark. He then gave 
over running and crying, and fixed on a plan 
to go to Niagara. Having heard his friends 
say that they were now within forty miles of 
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(he place of their destination, he thought be 
could get through in four days. But what 
should he do for food ? He concluded that he 
could Uve without eating during that Ume, 
and so he laid himself down to rest upon the 
sandy heach. But his mind was greatly 
agitated respecting his safety. He had heard 
that some persons, when waked out of sleep, 
were so lost to every thing about them, as not 
to know where they were, or which way to 
go; and lest this should be his case, he 
made a hole in the sand to lie down in, and 
set up a stick pointing the way he must 
go. He then covered himself all over, except 
his head, with sand, and composed himself to 
sleep. In the morning he rose as cheerful as 
the lark, smd pursued his way, without ciy- 
ing, for three days more, being careful at 
night to set bis Uttle staff in the sand. Some- 
times he travelled on the beach, and some- 
times, when he had to double a cape, he 
ascended the rocks ; but was always careful 
to keep within sight of the lake. On his 
way he found some grapes, of which he ga- 
ther^ enough to eat at the time, and to fill 
his pockets besides. He had heard his mo- 
ther say it was not good to eat many grapes 
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at once, and thinking, as all good children do, 
that what mother says must be true, he (mly 
allowed himself to eat one bunch at 9 time. 
This was good economy for a child ; for by 
this means his Uttle stock lasted the longer, 
and his health was not injured by over eat- 
ing. On his journey he saw two or three 
Indians coming along the shore, and was 
afraid they would carry him away ; but he 
hid himself behind a tree. Their dog came 
very near him, but did not discover him, nor 
did the Indians see him ; and he was very 
glad when they were out of sight. And 
who is there that knows any thing of the hor- 
rors of captivity but would be glad too for the 
little traveller ? On the fourth day he arrived 
at Nisigara, to the great joy of his parents, 
and to the surprise of all that knew the cir- 
cumstance. Even the governor himself was 
so astonished at the fact, that he sent for the 
little boy, and would have kept him, if his 
mother had been willing to give him up. The 
family had searched for him with great anx- 
iety for three days. They made large fires, 
and fired guns, but all to no purpose ; and 
when they came to the conclusion that he 
wEis lost, and to proceed without him, they 
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had to take his mother by force, and put her 
into the boat. Providence, however, over- 
ruled the whole, and restored the lost son to 
his mother and friends : and herein was that 
scripture fulfilled, "When myfiither and mo- 
ther forsake me, then the Lord shall take me 
up." The son was e^hteen years old when 
I saw him, and distinctly recollected the 
whole affair, as if it had been but a few days 
past. I have since been informed that he 
has embraced religion, and has become a dr- 
cuit steward.* 

We were favoured with good times on the 
circuit that year. In the second town I formed 
a class of seventeen members, mostly seek- 
ers ; but when I came round again, they had 
found peace to their souls. I also formed a 

* A few years since, as I was on my way jfrom Pough- 
kcepsio to New- York, on board the steamboat, I noticed 
a gentleman in the company who seemed, by his conyer. 
Bation, to. be well acquainted with the state of afiaiiB in 
Upper Canada. I took the liberty of asking him if he 
had ever heard of the Rev. Elyah Woolsey, formerly a 
Methodist missionary m that country ? ** I recollect him 
well;** said he. ** Did you ever hear of a gentleman of 
the name of Panl Glassford ?" " That is my name," said 
he. I then related the above sfkh. He had a distinct 
recollection of every particular, and appeared very glad 
to hefur of his old fnend once again. — G, C, 
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class in the north-east pait of the finiitli town, 
of ten members, all mourneiB; and it whb 
with them as Mr. Wesley once said, " They 
were ripe for the gospel^ They thought 
that they must do every thing the preacliar 
said. So I Udd them they must pray, and on 
the Lord's day they must meet together and 
wc^ship God as well as they could. They 
must repent, and believe, and God would 
bless them. They accordingly met together, 
read the Scriptures, and sung hymns with 
one another, but for some time no one dared 
to pray. At length one woman said she had 
as much reason to pray as any one there and 
then, and added, << Let us pray." When she 
began, they all began, and all found peace^ 
except herself. Her husband said she was 
on her knees ten times on their way home, 
and when in sight of home she cried out, 
^'Lord, must I be the only one that goes 
home without a blessing 7 Bless me, even me^ 
G my God." She did not pray in vain ; but 
though for a time she was seemiagly refused 
an answer, the Lord at length spoke peace to 
her souL She and her husband then weni 
on their way rejoicing, and the litUe flock 
prospered greatly from this time finrwaid M 

4 
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long as I continued with tliera. When the 
time came for me to leave the circuit, they 
were so afraid that they should be left with- 
out preaching, (inasmuch as the preachers 
that went to Canada volunteered,) that they 
offered their lands. One and another ofiered 
My acres, and so on, according to their abili- 
ties. I uAd them I did not come after then- 
lands, but that they might depend on liaving 
preaching, notwithstanding my removaL One 
man followed me down to the water side, and 
there we sat for some time, and talked and 
wept together ; and when I got into the boat, 
he threw his arms around me, and waded 
knee deep into the water, and said, ^ If you 
will but come back again, as long as I have 
two mouthfuls of bread you shall have one." 
Thus we parted, with mingled enactions of 
pleasure and regret. It was to me a source 
of inexpressible satis&ction that I had been 
made usefiil to a few of my Mows, though 
of another naticHi; and the thought of meeting 
them on Canaan's happy shore, after the trials 
of life are over, and of greeting them as my 
spiritual children, often gilds the shadows df 
my supernumerary hours, and gives brilliancy 
to the rays of my descending sun. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

I 

" Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preach- 
ed the gospel unto you at the first. And ye received me 
as an angel of God. For I bear you record, that, if it 
had been possible, ye would have plucked out your own 
eyes, and have given them to me." Gal. iv, 13-15. 

We then made our way toward the confer- 
ence, which was appointed to be held in New- 
York. We started from the Bay of Quinte 
in a batteau, with a change of oarsmen, or 
double manned. About sunset we left the 
shore, and got across the lake while it was 
calm. I had had the ague and fever, and 
had missed having it only a few days : and 
one of the hands failing about 11 o'clock, 
P. M., it fell to my lot to take his place. The 
labour of rowing, together with the night air, 
brought on a return of ray disorder. When 
we were going up the Oswego river we called 
to see our host, the good man mentioned be- 
fore, whose wife was sick at the time we first 
called. The family appeared to be very glad 
to see us. The woman said she was as glad 
to see UB as she would have been to see her 
own lather. They ^eejnei to bedoiag well 
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as to the things of this world. The man had 
cleared some of his land, and planted corn, 
potatoes, &c. They had also two or three 
cows. They kindly invited us to tarry uwfafle, 
which we readily consented to do. We told 
them we had plenty of dry provisions, and 
asked the woman if she had any milk, and 
said we should be glad of a little. They had 
plenty of good milk, but that was not consi- 
dered good enough, by our generous hostess, 
for the men who had visited them in their 
affliction, and had relieved them in their dis- 
tresses. So she offered us creamy but we 
refused at first to eat of it, until her generosity 
overcame our scruples. Some writers of the 
present day have accused the Methodist 
preachers of sponging ; but I can testify, for 
one, that in those days, though we sometimes 
carried our provisions with us, we never car- 
ried a sponge, neither in our pockets nor in 
our hearts, even when the friends who enter- 
tained us were very thinly scaUered through 
the country. Much less is there any n^d or 
disposition for any thing of the kind now. 

Having digressed a little, I must now re^ 
turn to my subject. Such was the gratitude 
of this femily for the kindness we had shown 
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them on our way to Canada, that it seemed 
as if they never could do enough to make us 
welcome. Had they been as rich as Abra- 
ham of old, I have no doubt they would have 
<< killed the fetted calf" for us, and << baked 
cakes^ for our entertainment, for they boiled 
of their potatoes emd green com for us, and 
laid heavy contributions upon the cucumbers 
and watermelons for our sakes, accounting 
nothing too good for us that was in their 
power to bestow. The good man went three 
or four miles up the river with us in order to 
help us up the rapids, and when we parted 
wished us every blessing. 

Nor was this the only instance of kindness 
that I have witnessed during the years of my 
itinerancy. How often ^ve I seen the aged 
grandsire, with silvery locks, and eyes bedew- 
ed with tears of gladness, rise up at the sound 
of a preacher's voice, as he rode up to the lit- 
tle gate in front of the house, to welcome his 
return on the '^drcuit-preaching day," while 
the heir to the estate, and his aftiiable con- 
sort, have each responded, '' Welcome to our 

abode once again, brother ." And 

there was the little grandson ever ready, as 
soon aa the preacher alighted from his horse^ 
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to mount him, and ride to the pasture, or take 
him to the staUe. And there were the lovely 
daughters of " mine host," emulous of each 
other, to see which should he first to take my 
hat and cloak, or saddle-bags from my hand, 
and set me a chair ; while aged grandmother, 
with her spectacles on, and a short pipe in 
her mouth, both of which were laid aade at 
the sound of my name, in order that she 
might inquire after the wel&re of distant 
friends, or listen for a brief moment to the 
short recital of the affairs of the circuit, and 
the state of religion, and things in general. 
While this has been going on, the eldest 
daughter has announced to her mother that 
the tea was ready, and then, after invoking 
Heaven's blessing, have we sat round the old- 
fEishioned circular table with as glad hearts 
and as cheerfril countenances as ever were 
seen in the tent of a patriarch, or at a Persian 
feast. And after the "evening preaching," 
during the long nights of winter, what social 
hours have I spent beneath the hospitable 
Voof of some of our pious formers in our excel- 
lent country, where no less than a dozen chil- 
dren and grandchildren have graced the circle 
— " all educated," more or less, " all virtuous,* 
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and dutiful, and more than half of them 
^* decidedly religious" — ' 



«i 



While hjonns of thanksfgiTing, with kannony jwellii^, 
AH wann from the hearts o( the family bandy 
Half raised us from earth to the rapturous dwelGng 
Described in the ®ft)le l&at lay on the stand." 



And then on the morning of my departupe, 
{iov circuit-riders cannot often stay more than 
one night ai a plaoe,) after £a.m8y prayers and 
breakfast, what smfles and expressions of 
{good will have I seen and beard again and 
again i To say nothing ef the ^ blessingB 
and good wish^' that attended me on ray 
last round, and the happy greetings on ray 
ceturn to the circiHt after a few years' absence, 
«ven the ordinary pleasures and comforts of a 
two weeks', four weeks', or six w&eksf circuit, 
are such as none but traveffing preachers 
know. Th^ are the ^ Ughtsof itinerancy,^ 
sind they tnust be recorded to the honour of 
Methodism, and to the glory of God. 

We got through our journey in thirteen 
days, whereas in going to 'Canada we were 
jQineteen day& But before we had ascended 
the Oswego river, I had the ague and fever 
every day, which made it Tory tedious &r 
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me ; and when we came to Oneida lake, be- 
ing in the month' of August, the weather was 
very hot, and having the fever^ and lying in 
the heat .of the sun, I was ahnost oTercome. 
My companions at length concluded .to take 
me to the shore, where I could be in the 
shade, and accordingly they did^ which, when 
I had feirly gained, I fiainied, and the first 
thing I knew was, one had hold of my hand^ 
and was calling to the rest lo come and assist 
him. It seemed to me as if I had just waked 
out of sleep* At one time I laid idl night by 
the (ode of a fence, with a burning fever rag- 
ing in every vein, without any covering but 
my clothes, or canopy but the vaulted hea- 
vens, with oot so much as Jc^ah's gourd to 
shelter me from the chilling dews, or downy 
pillow on which to recline my weary head. 
These were some of the ^^ shadows of itine- 
rancy f^ but they also have ^ fled aw&y*" 
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CHAPTER Vni. 

•♦ — And now, behold, I go bound in the Spirit unto 
Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall hefaH me 
there : save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, 
saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none 
of these thin^ move me, neither count I my life dear 
unto myself, so -diat I mi^t finish my course with joy, 
and the ministry which I have received of the Lord Je- 
sus, to testify the .gospel of the gmce of Grod,'* Acts xz, 
22-24. 

When we came to New- York the yeHow 
fever was there, in consequence of which the 
conference was removed to White Plains, in 
Westchester county, New-York. The see- 
sion was a very pleasant one. The preachers, 
after an absence of twelve month^, were glad 
to see each other. We loved one another, and 
while we were together the Spirit of glory and 
of God rested upon us. We felt willing to 
live, to suffer, and to die together. If one had 
received a little more than his brother, he was 
willing to divide with him. To be sure, we 
felt sensible of our deficiencies^ as well in 
regard to remuneraiion as qualifications for 
the work. But we hoped to share the spoil 
together in a better world, when |di our toils 
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are over, and all our griefs are spent ; and 
this hope was as an anchor to the soul amidst 
all the tempests and billows with whid;^ we 
had to contend. 

When the appointments were read out, the 
preachers appeared to receive them gladly. 
My appointment was to the Bay of Quinte 
circuit. On our way to Canada, we were 
met at Schenectady by some ci our Canadiaii 
friends, who helped us on our way. We as- 
cended the Mohawk in company with Cap- 
tain Parrott, who, though not a professor of 
religion, was very friendly, and we got along 
without any difficulty until we came to the 
Oneida lake. When we arrived at the JIake, 
the wind was very high, and the lake was 
all in a 'foam, which continued all that day, 
and until about midnight. The wind then 
ceased, and the troubled waters became calm. 
About 1 o'clock, A. M., we embarked and 
after we had rowed about six miles down 
the lake, the wind began to roar tremendous- 
ly, and streaks of light broke through the 
clouds in a manner I had not seen before. 
Our captain seemed to understand it as fore- 
boding a heavy storm. We therefore made 
what preparation we could to encounter it 
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We spread our little sail, expecting the wind 
aft. We lashed two oars to the stem. The 
wind soon struck us, but we received no par- 
ticular damage. The clouds were dense and 
dismal, and the waves broke over us with 
fury. Our friend, the captain, though an old 
sailor, was frightened, and cried out, <^ We are 
all dead men !" I said, " The Lord will pro- 
vide ;" and yet, notwithstanding my firm con- 
fidence in the power and mercy^ of the Lord, 
I sometimes feared for a moment that the lake 
would be my grave. These fears, however, 
were salutary : they caused me to examine 
myself, and the motives which induced me to 
undertake the work in which I was engaged. 
At length the good providence of God brought 
us safe through. When we reached the 
shore we all rejoiced. The captain said he 
did not much expect, at one time, ever to set 
foot on dry land again, and that all his hopes 
were founded on this consideration, namely, 
be did not know but that the Lord miight 
spare his life for the j>reacAer^ saJces. 

In due time we arrived in Canada, and our 
friends received us gladly. We enjoyed many 
seasons of refreshing from the presence of the 
Lord on the circuit, aUhough I experienced 
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many hardships in the course of the year. 
Some part of the circuit I had to travel on 
foot, being unable to get my horse acroes the 
bays and rivers. Sometimes I had to travel 
fifteen miles a day, preach twice, and have 
never sat down from the rising to the setting 
of the sun. My knees and ankles pamed me 
very much : and when I was preaching I 
used to stand sometimes on one foot, and then 
on the other, to get rest. But rest was not 
easily obtained, even in bed, my knees and 
ankles were so swelled and full of pain. My 
soul, however, was happy in the Lord, and 
my spirit rejoiced in God my Saviour. ' The 
fiesh was often weak, but the spirit was will- 
ing to endure hardness as a good soldier for 
Christ's sake. 

On this circuit I used to meet the natives, 
the red men of the forest. One time, as bro- 
ther D. and I were riding near the woods, we 
saw, a little ahead of us, a company of In- 
dians, fifteen in number. They had been 
drinking too much, and were painted as if 
they were going to war, a red streak of an 
inch wide, and a Mack streak of the same 
width, all over their faces and hair, most 
fnghtfiil to behold. When we came up with 
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them, we saluted them with, "Sago, brother," 
at which they returned the same salutation. 
But they got before our horses, and made mo- 
tions for us to dismount, which we were not 
inclined to do, and shook our heads to inti- 
mate the same. They then took hold of the 
horses' bridles. We again shook our heads. 
They then took hold of our legs, but we 
pushed them away. They then let us pass, 
after giving such a yell as made the woods 
ring again. But we were right glad when 
we had got rid of such troublesome company. 
Some of the natives are good singers. There 
was one named Red Jacket, with whom I 
used to sing. He had the Psalms translated 
into Indian, and would sing in Indian while 
I sung in English.' The New Testament 
and Psalms were said to be translated by 
Capt. Brandt. He lived near Grassy Point 
I have often passed by the place, and seen 
his house many times. He was rich, and 
had much of this world's goods. I also saw 
the wife of Sir John Johnson. She was one 
of the natives, and wore her satin blanket. I 
also saw her youngest daughter. She was 
very fair to look upon, in consequence of 
which one gentleman killed himself because 
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he could not get her to wife. Thus he died 
" as a fool dieth." 

Having finished my tour on this circuit, 
and my mission in Canada, I repaired again 
to the conference, which was held in New- 
York, and received my next appointment to 
Reading circuity in the state of Connecticut 
On this circuit I was taken ill again with the 
fever and ague, which lasted for some time, 
and was very severe. At one time I fiiinted 
while preaching, and was carried to hed. But 
at length I concluded that I would go to all 
my appointments, whether I could preach or 
not. As I was going to one of them, I called 
at several houses, and told them there would 
be no preaching, for my ague fit would come 
on about the time of meeting. But the peo- 
ple came, notwithstanding this. As I lay on 
the bed in the back room, shaking with the 
ague, the man of the house came to me, and 
said there were more people than usual in the 
house, and asked me if I could not come and 
preach to them. T told him that I did not 
feel as if I could stand without fainting. He 
said he wished I would go and sing, and 
pray, if nothing more. I thought I would 
try ; but I shook so with tlie ague, that it 
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was with difficulty I could read the hymn ; 
but when I prayed I felt better, and concluded 
I would try to preach. And so it was that 
when I got into the work the good Spirit of 
the Lord came down, and so warmed my 
heart with the Redeemer's love, that I rose 
above my bodily weaknesses, and preached 
until the fever gave way and left me, so that 
I have had no more of it from that day to 
this. 



CHAPTER IX. 

** In that hour Jestts rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast 
revealed them unto babes : even so, Fa^JMOr, for bo it 
seemed good in thy sight," Luke x, 2L 

Toward the close of the year 1797 I 
changed my station in life. I had long be- 
Keved it was not good for man to be always 
alone, and that it was perfectly in accordance 
with the spirit of Christianity for ministers of 
the gospel to marry, at a suitable time, and 
under suitable circumstances. The person to 
whom I was married was well known and 
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much respected on the circuit where she lived 
and where I then travelled, so that I sustain 
ed no loss, even in the opinion of those wh( 
were most scrupulous aa the subject. About 
six months before we were married, I preachec 
the funeral sermcm of my wife's mother. Sbi 
died in the triumphs of iaith, clapping hei 
hands until the last, in token of victory ovei 
all her spiritual enemies. The work of the 
Lord prospered on the circuit, and in Oh 
course of the year a considerable numbei 
were. brought into favour with Grod. I bap 
tized about sixty persons at one meeting, in- 
cluding infants. Before this time my healtb 
having been injured by repeated attacks of 
fever, had in some measure begun to decline: 
so, in hopes of regaining my health, I located 
and continued in that relation to the churct 
for three years. 

In the year 1800 I was re-admitted intc 
the travelUng connection, and appointed tc 
Newburgh circuit, where I enjoyed man} 
precious seasons, and had the happiness of 
seeing the work of God revive. One sabbatli 
evening I preached at New-Paltz, and aftei 
preaching went to my sister's to lodge, but 
had not been there Iwg before a young naan 
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<»me in great baste on horseback op to the 
door. In an instant be dismounted, and hast- 
ened into the bouse, ail in a flood of tears. 
We were much alarmed, fearing some acci- 
dent bad happened in the neighbourhood. 
My sister, who was acquainted with him, 
asked him what was the matter. As soon 
as he could speak be said, ^^ Do come over 
to my father's — the Lord is there." He then 
mounted bis horse again, and rode home in 
great baste. We soon followed him ; and as 
we drew near the house heard the people cry- 
ing and praying within. As I passed by the 
window I looked in, and the si^t to me was 
very affecting. When we entered the house 
the first one we took notice, of was a young 
woman named Elizabeth, who had been con- 
verted about three months before, lyin^on 
the floor, with her hands stretched up toward 
heaven, crying, "Glory," as loud as she 
could. The next was the young man who 
came for us. He was kneeling by the bed- 
side, and bis brother, a lad of about twelve 
years of age, was kneeled down by his side 
praying for him. In the middle of the house 
was tl^e mother, and her daughter, a little 
girl of about ten years of age, with her wnaom 

5 
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around her mother's neck, praying for her. 
In the chimney corner was another daughter 
on her kneee, crying for mercy. When I 
beheld all th^, I stood astonished for some 
minutes. At length I went to the young 
man, and while encouraging him to believe 
in the Lord Jesus, the little daughter, who 
had been praying for her mother, came run- 
ning to her brother, and said, '< My dear bro- 
ther, have you not found the Lord yet ?" He 
answered, ^' No, my sister." She said, <' Give 
your heart up to God, and God will bless you 
in a minute." She then kneeled down and 
prayed, and the Lord came in mighty power, 
and liberated his soul. She then ran to her 
mster in the comer, and said, << My dear sis- 
ter, 1 am afraid you will give it up, for you 
once before began to seek the salvation of 
your soul and gave it up, and I fear you will 
again." She then stepped to her mother, and 
said, '^ Mother, have you found the Lord ?" 
Her mother replied, '^ I hope I have." Then 
said the little daughter to Elizabeth, '< When 
did the Lord bless you?" Elizabeth re{died, 
'<0n Christmas day." The little daughter 
then turned to her mother, and said, ''My 
dour motheri since Christmas day the Lord 
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has converted four of your children. How 
happy must you be in heaven to have your 
children around you there 1" I then called 
the little boy to me, and said to him, <' How 
came you to find the Lord T He replied, " I 
will tell you: — ^About six months ago my 
mother said ta me, < You must go to meeting.' 
I told her I did not want to go. She said I 
must go, and I became very angry ; but I 
went, and at that meeting I was awakened, 
and thought I would get religion, but would 
not let any one know it. I thought to-day 
that if I went to meeting the Lord would bless 
me at the meeting, but my mother said I must 
stay at home with my sister, and take care 
of the little children." The mother interrupt- 
ed him here by saying, " Why did you not 
tell me this ? You might have gone if I had 
known it." He replied, " I was ashamed ; 
but, glory to God I I am not now ashamed." 
He then said, " After they were^one to meet- 
ing I walked the floor for some time in great 
distress. I then threw myself on the bed, and 
it appeared to me that I was sinking down to 
hell. I then lifted my eyes up toward hea- 
ven, and saw Jesus by ftdth. It seemed as 
if he lifted me up. I then sprung from the 
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bed, and ran through the house, and clapped 
my bands, and cried, Glory ! glory !" His lit- 
tle sister then said, " I will tell you how the 
Lord came to bless my soul. I had been in 
trouble for some time, and wanted to go to 
meeting to-night; but mother said I must 
stay with my brother, and take pare of the 
little ones ; but I did not think the Lord was 
going to convert my soul to-night. They 
went to the meeting, and' I sat by the fire 
reading the Bible, while my brother lay on 
the bed. When my brother sprung from 
the bed, and clapped his hands, and cried, 
' Glory !' I don't know what I did with the 
Bible, but the first I knew I found myself 
kneeled down by that chair, [pointing to it,] 
and I gave myself up to God, and he blessed 
me in a minute. We then went to our little 
brother, and pulled him out of the bed, but 
we could not get one tear out of his eyes." 

The parents then informed me that when 
they came home from meeting they had their 
little brother on his knees, with their hands 
on his head, praying for him ; but as he was 
too young to know what they meant, they 
said they would pray for hirn when be was 
old enough to understand it. Thus the work 
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of the Lord began in that place, and for a 
while " the word of the Lord had free course, 
and was glorified," as it was also, in a short 
time, in other places. 



" CHAPTER X. 

** The children which thou shalt have, after thou hast 
lost the other; shall say again in thine ears. The place is 
too strait for me ; -give place to me, that I may dwell. 
Then shalt thou say in thine heart, Who hath begotten 
itne these, seeing I have lost my children and am deso- 
late, a captive, and removingto and fro ? And who hath 
brought up these ? Behold, I was left alone ; these, where 
had they been ?" Isa. xUx, 20, 21. 

As I was crossing my circuit one day, Mr. 
Ellison, of New-Windsor, informed me that a 
work of religion had broken out at the meet- 
ing-house in his neighbourhood. Mr. Elli- 
son was not a member of our church, but he 
was a lover of our people, and had built us a 
house of worship, principally at his own ex- 
pense. The sabbath following was the day 
appointed for the administration of the Lord's 
supper. I therefore went home, and engaged 
my brother to assist me on that occasion. My 
wife accompanied i]^ SVve ^n^ ^^rj ^^.^cor 
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plary in her Christian conduct, but often 
afflicted with doubts and fears respecting ber 
acceptance with God. The night preceding 
the communion she was much engaged in 
prayer, fearing that all was not well with her; 
but on the holy sabbath, while worship{»ng 
with the people of God, her fears were taken 
away, and she was enabled to praise the Lord 
with joyful lips. Toward the close of the 
meeting I invited those who wished to join 
the society to come forward, and give in their 
names. Twenty-two came forward. The 
sight was so cheering, that my wife was 
almost carried away as with an ecstasy of joy. 
A happier soul I think I never saw. My 
own soul was so full of glory, that when I 
attempted to set down a person's name I 
wrote " glory,** instead of th^ name. So I 
called for a clerk to write down the names, 
and joined with others in praising the Lord. 
This revival was a very great one, and con- 
tinued for sonie time. My wife was now a 
help meet indeed. Her whole soul was in 
the work, and she was very useful in praymg 
with and comforting the mourners. 

Toward the close of the year, my presiding 
e/cJer asked me if 1 8hoiM\)^NriS^&!(V^^>t^ 
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Flanders circuit next year; for, said he, ^It 
is in a pcKM* condition.^' I told him I had no 
objection, if he thought it best. The night 
before I started for confereiice, I dreamed that 
I went to seek for springs of living water, and 
took a crow-bar on my shoulder. I soon 
found some springs that were filled with mud, 
and I began to clear the mud out. The 
water then ran as clear as crystal, and 
the b£u:ren places becam^e pcxAa of water. In 
my dream I was very much delighted with 
my success; for the springs were full and 
running over. In the m(»:ning I told my 
dream to brother Fowler, (latdy deceased,) 
who said he could interpret it Said he, 
^^ You will .go to Fland^s circuit, and find it 
in a very bad case, and you will ultinvUriy 
see the greatest work of Gfod there that you 
ever saw in your life." 

I attended the conference in Philadelphia, 
and received my appointment to Flanders 
circuit, New Jersey, for the year ^suing. 
My colleague was an excellent man. His 
heart was in the work. During the fin* 
quarter I expelled a great number, and did 
not take in one. The second quarter I ex*- 
peUed a number moroi and.ttx>k in only ona. 
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By this time I lost sight of my dream, anil 
began to think I should break up the Gircuit, 
apd that the bishop would never give me 
another afqpointment. I was iaken very sick 
also, and my soul was much distressed for 
the drcuit, on account of the low state of 
religion among the members. On one occa- 
sion, when I started to go to my appointm^ti^ 
I could ride but a Uttle way before I had to 
stop, and lean on my horse's neck, and rest 
myself; and when I came to the place where 
meeting was to be hdd, I had to rest a while 
before I could preach. I endeavoured to pray 
fcr the people ; but O, the distress of my soul \ 
No t(»igue can tdl what i fdt. I wanted to 
preach, and, in the name of the Lord, I was 
determined to try. Sol made the attempt, 
and the Lord bdped me, and I felt better 
when the meeting was over than when ir 
began. In the afternoon I went to my next 
appointment, and after preaching I feh better 
still ; and so I continued until I had filled aU 
my appointments, by which time I felt better 
in body, as well as in mind. There were 
some good members^ on the circuit, notwith- 
i^nding the general declension. One man, 
tk particular, (P. C^^ veeoiedL \i(^ Vxk^ V^ 
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whole 0oul in the work. He told me that 
God had given him a promise that he should 
live to see all his children converted to God, 
though they, were now very wicked. Most 
of them were conveited before I left the cir- 
cuit. One daughter had been a member of 
the church some time, but had not as yet 
found peace to her soul; but at the next 
quarterly meeting she found the blessing of 
pardon. Soon after this her brother, who 
was married and Uved from home, was con- 
▼jerted ; and in a short time another brother 
experienced the same divine change. She 
then felt strong in the Lord, having one bro- 
ther from home who loved the Lord, and one 
at home who was striving to serve him. But 
now the enmity of the unrenewed heart be* 
gan to show itself in the two brothers who 
were not converted, one of whom said to his 
sister, '^ What is the matter, that father and 
you are always preaching hell and damna- 
tion at me ? I have hell enough of my own !" 
To which his sister repUed, " Brother, if you 
will promise to set out with all your heart 
and serve God, we will do it no more ; but 
if you will not, you shall have no peace here. 
You shall either get your soul converted^ or 
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leave home ; for in the name of God we 
determined to have you, and it is my prf 
to Qod by night and day that he would t 
away your sleep by night, and your appi 
fyc food, until you give up your heart to hi 
He said this was very hard, and added, '' 
preacher should come to me in meeting, 
lay his hand upon me, I would knock 1 
down, let the consequence be what it mig 
All this time, however, he was under con 
tion, and strove to keep it hid. On a sabt 
morning, shortly after, he rose early, and 
took himself to the woods, and there he ( 
tinned until eleven o'clock at night, the iar 
waiting for him, for the £uher had said 1 
be believed he had gone into the woodf 
get his soul converted. When he came 
the father began to sing, and then wem 
prayer, and in the midst of the prayer 
poor prodigal cried out, " Glory to God !" '] 
sister then ran to her iieU^her, and said, ^' H 
Lord has converted his soul !" and they 
rejoiced with exceedinig great joy. 

When I was on my way to my third qi 
terly meeting, I dreamed that I went a f 
ing, and that I cast my net in the water i 
eaugbt a great many &h. I TYiA.d& ^ ^s^ 
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trial, and I thought they came to me in 
abundance, and they all turned to be men*; 
and when I awoke in the morning, I said^ 
'^My Lord, this is a quarterly meeting in- 
deed!" When I came to the place where the 
quarterly meeting was to be held, I said to 
my wife, '^ The Lord will be with us at this 
quarterly meeting." She said, ^^ I know it, 
for I have never prayed for it but the Lord 
has so filled my soul with his love that I 
could scsM^cely keep from shouting." When 
I saw my presiding elder, I said to him, 

" Brother , the Lord will be with us at 

this quarterly meeting." He readied, ^^ I know 
it ;" and on the next day, being Saturday, as 
we were going to the meeting-house, I said 
again, " The Lord will be with us to-day." 
The presiding elder replied, " I know it, for I 
never felt so in my life." When he gave out 
for his text, ^* The Lord is my Shepherd, I 
shall not want," I never had such feelings in 
my life, for it was as if a fire was shut up in 
my bones ; and when he called on me to 
close the meeting, I told him I^could not until 
I had thrown the fire out of my bones. So 
I began, by saying what I seldom allowed 
myself to say, namely, I had no more doubt 
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that God would bless the people that day than 
I had of his existence, or the reality of reli- 
gion. And truly it was a great and glorious 
time that day. I did not leave the house 
until eleven o'clock at night, and many stayed 
all night. When I went ia the morning to 
regulate things a little, I found the superflui- 
ties of dress strewed all around in the house, 
and the people, actually refused to carry them 
away with them. On the sabbath it was 
thought there were six thousand persons pre- 
sent. There was preaching from the pulpit, 
exhorting from the windows, and sinners cry- 
ing for mercy in the house and out of it 
From this meeting the work spread all around 
the circuit, and many were added unto the 
Lord that year, some of whom long before this 
have been gathered home to rest 
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CHAPTER XL 

•» Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 

the Lord of hosts," Zech. iv, 6. 

** Ib not this a brand plucked oi^t of the fire T* Zech. 
•»• ft 

At a place called Fox Hill, on Flanders 
circuit, the work went on gloriously. I used 
to preach at brother Schureman's, who was, 
at that time, all alive in religion. In this 
place there was one S. S., whose wife had 
joined society, but he was a very drinking 
man, and very profane. He was at the meet- 
ing one evening, and made much disturb- 
ance, and at length broke up their class- 
meeting. His wife tried to get him away 
from the house, but her efforts were all in 
vain. At length, when he consented to go 
home, he told her he should set her some 
rules to live by, which were, that she should 
leave off going to the Methodist meeting, 
praying, and reading the Scriptures ; and it 
was this or death ;— at which she said she 
would sooner sacrifice her life than submit to 
his rules. He then began to beat her, and 
she cried for help. Brother J. F. and his 
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wife, and some others, came to her assist- 
ance ; and, after taking care of him, took her 
home with them. In the morning she said 
she would go and see how it was with her 
husband, expecting, if it werq in his power, 
that he would fulfil his threat ; but, said she, 
"I leave the event to God." When she 
came to the place where he was, he told her 
he would "wash his hands in her heart's 
blood," and attempted to knock her down. 
She sietw nothing but death and judgment 
before her, anc^ fell on her knees, and cried to 
God fpr deliverance in this " distressing hour." 
God heard her cries, and smote him to the 
floor by his mighty power alone ; and there 
he remained, helpless and speechless, for three 
hours ; and when he came to himself a little, 
he cried out, " I am damned !" In a short 
time after this he began to cry for mercy, and 
continued praying and seeking the Lord for 
three days and nights, until at length God in 
mercy relieved him. I was^ gone from the 
neighbourhood 9,t the time, and knew nothing 
of what had happened until I returned. As 
I went round the circuit,- it grieved me much 
that the Lord should suffer euch a sinner to 
throw obstacles in the way of his people, "so 
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foolish was I and ignorant." But when I 
came to the place, brother Schureman said to 

me, "Brother , the Lord is carrying 

on his work here still." I said, "I am glad' 
of it." He replied, " The Lord has converted 

old S !" I answered, ** It cannot be.'' 

He replied again, saying, " If ever a man was 

converted, old S certainly is." But I 

could hardly believe it for joy, and I now felt 
ashamed of myself ; ^r I had never thought 
of praying for him, but wondered why the 
Lord did not take him away. When the 
hour of meeting drew near, I looked out at 

the window, and saw S and his wife 

coming arm and arm together to meeting. 
My heart leaped for joy at the sight. I felt 
that I loved him, and yet could hardly be- 
lieve it possible that so great a change had 
taken place. They came in, and took their 
seats in a very humble and devotional man- 
ner ; and when I had finished preaching, the 
old sinner (I should have said, the young 
convert) stepped up on a bench, and said, 

"Here stands old drinking, swearing S , 

a brand [ducked out of the fire !" He said, 
furtheruKure, " You all know the manner of 
my life." He then related bis conduct toward 
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his wife, and said, " I was as much deter- 
mined to wash iny hands in her heart's blood, 
as J ever was to do any thing in my life. 
But when I went to knock her down, and 
she fell on her knees, and called for help from 
God, all hell was opened to my view ; and 
had it been to save my life, I could neither 
stand nor speak for some time ; and for three 
days and nights I neither ate^ drank, nor 
slept, until the Lord converted my soul." He 
observed fiirther, that he had eaten but little 
since ; for heiiiAd had that bread to eat which 
the world knows nothing pf. -The wicked 
stood astonished ; for they had said, '^ If the 

Methodists would get old S converted, 

they would believe in the work — ^for they 
wanted to have him converted, he was so 
bad, he spoiled iheir mirth when he was with 
them." Surely we may say, "When the 
enemy comes in like a flood, the Spiiit of the 
Lord shaH lift up a standard against him I" 

In addition to this, there was a good work 
on almost every part of the circuit. We had 
a blessed quarterly meeting at Spring Mills. 
On the Monday following, the presiding elder 

and brother B went to brother H — — 's; 

and when brother B returned, he said« 



SI 

*PoBy H will be coDTerted to-nigfat^ I 

told him that I had not obseired that she 
was under conviction. He repealed it, ^She 
wiO be converted to-ni^t.^ I replied, ^' If she 
comes on hdy ground, I shall think ahe wants 
reUgion." (The wicked used tocaU the seats 
ueai the akai holy gTQUfuL) After meeting 

was over, brother B said to me, '^Come, 

let us go and pray for Polly. I believe she 
must be converted to-night" I replied, " You 
are filled widi strange notions. I have no 
feith to believe she will be converted to-night'' 
We continued to converse in this manner 
some time, and at length I was persuaded to 
go with th^u to the house. Soon after our 
arrival, I said to the person who bad been 
the subject of our conversation, ^ Do you wish 
you bad religion 7" She replied, *' I do." I 
then said to Iier nearly as follows : " If you 
could rise up from your present condition, in 
a moment, into the enjoyment of religion, 
would you do it ?' She said, '^ I would." I 
then said to her, in the stiength of faith, 
** Polly, God will convert your soul this 
ni^it" She then b^an to weep, and I be- 
gan to sing the^e words — 

" DoaH you i96 my lesoA totcft&%V^ ^* 

6 
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While I was singing she screamed for mercy. 
We began to pray foF her^ and the house was 
soon filled with people. She cried for mercy 
until about one o'clock in the morning, when 
the Lord in mercy turned her darkness into 
Ijght, and filled her soul with peace and joy 
ia the Holy Ghost. Soon after this a coloured 
woman found peace to her soul. Then there 
was, as H were, "the shout of a king in the 
midst of us," and ^the joy of the I^ord wae 
our strength " 



CHAPTER XII. 

<* Who shall separate us from the love of Christ 1 Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecittion, or famine, or na- 
kedness, or peril, or sword 1 Nay, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through him who hath loved 
ns,»» Rom. viii, 35-37. 

The meetings last described were kept up 
for some time every night. At length I b^ 
gan to be much exhausted with the glorious 
toil of gathering souls to Christ ; and on one 
occasion I desired the class-leader to go and 
pray with the people, axiA 4^9a»s^ xJwsr- 



THE SUPERNUMBRART. 83 

Soon after this, as I was retiring to rest, I 
looked out at the window of my chamber, 
and saw the people in the street, and heard a 
loud scream, as of one in deep distress. I said 
to my companion, " Some one is wounded in 
spirit;" and sure enough it was so. In a 
very little time we were sent for. We obeyed 
the summons, and beheld a glorious sight 
indeed — souls mourning and crying for mercy 
all around. They had left the school-house 

to go do\^n to the house of brother H -. 

A certain young lady, a companion of 

Polly H before mentioned, having heard 

that she had embraced religion, " came to get 
something to laugh at and tell of," as she 
said; but when she heard Polly pray, she 
felt so distressed in her mind that she started 
to run away. But as she stepped out of doors 
she was struck blind, and screamed out for 
some one to take her by the hand, and lead 
her to the house. So they all followed ; and 
when we arrived she had just recovered her 
sight, and began to plead for mercy ; and con- 
tinued pra3^ng until the Lord delivered her 
from the guilt and burden of sin. 

Soon after this I set off for the conference, 
wbhb was held this year ^\ft0^y\xv\^Sa&!^-- 
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phia. We had an agreeable Cime all through 
the session. My lot was to return again to 
Flanders cii:cuit, and I had for my colleague 
Gamaliel Bailey. The revival continued, 
and there was a considerable addition to the 
societies in the course of the year, a number 
of whom were set off to another circuit. At 
one place, called " the Log Jail," we Had a 
good time, and the work of the Lord went on 
prqsperously. We preached at the house of 
one Amos Mann, a spiritual son of Benjamin 
Abbott, and a very good one he was. For a 
time we had but few hearers ; but at length 
some cried out for mercy, ^nd at the next 
meeting our congregation- was much in- 
creased, and the cries of the people made it 
somewhat noisy. Sister Mann was troubled 
at this, and said that the people had now be- 
gun to attend meetings, and the noise would 
drive , them away. I- said to h^r, " Be not 
troubled. There will be no lack of hearers, 
for they will come to see what is going on." 
The event proved the truth of my words. 
Our congregations soon became so large that 
the house would not contain them. I then 
said to brother Mann, "You must enlarge 
your house." He 8a.id, "I will ha\^ ^.wotUer 
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house enclosed by the time you come here 
again." And so it was. We had now two 
houses, and they were both filled. Still sis- 
ter Mann could not believe but that the noise 
would soon drive the people away. At the 
next meeting, however, we had to take the 
open air for our temple, though the weather 
was very cold. To accommodate the preacher 
as well as they could, they fixed up a blanket 
to keep oflf the cold north-west wind, and un- 
der these circumstances I preached to the 
people, while they sat on the grodnd. They 
heard the word with attention, and some were 
deeply affected. At night two souls were 
converted in a place called the " Shades of 
Death." It was in a valley of shady trees, 
and so called on account of its gloominess. 
They had go^e thither to pray, and while 
there divine light visited their benighted souls. 
By this time our doubting sister dismissed 
her fears, and enjoyed her mind well all 
through the revival, which continued, with 
but little abatement, througho«t the year. 

In 1803 our conference was held at a place 
called Duck Creek, in the state of Delaware. 
At this place the Quakers gave us the use of 
ilmr nieeting-house to hold ovxt CAT&\^\^^^^Kii^ 
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and we had preaching in ours every day; 
and as it was judged that at the conference 
held in that place the time before, there were 
a hundred souls converted, this brought toge- 
ther a great concourse of people. They 
brought their tents, and pitched them near 
the town, and carried on their meetings all 
night. At this conference I was appointed a 
third time to Flanders circuit, and travelled 
there three months on my third year, at the 
expiration of which I was appointed to take 
the charge of the Albany district This was 
no small trial to me; but I tried to bear the 
cross as well as I could. The General Con- 
ference was held this year, and the district 
was enlarged, and taken into the JVew-York 
Conference. The second year my labours 
were more pleasant than the first. I had 
great union with the preachers, and loved 
them as my omhi soul. But some of them 
suffered mu(^ in some parts of the district, 
particularly on Black River circuit. A preach- 
er of the name of Sweet, when he came to 
the quarterly meeting, told me he had not 
been able to change his linen for two weeks, 
and that he had none to change when he got 
home. He had a wife awd ^n^il OqM\^x 



THE SUPERNUMERARY. S7 

XLnd bad left tbem with only half a bushd of 
f^otatoes, and neither bread nor meat in the 
bouse. When the quarterage came in he 
bad only fifty cents for his share. I could 
not forbear weeping, and gave him -a diange 
of raiment, as fiir as my own stock would 
enable me, and begged for him round tbe 
district, until I had procured a comfortaUe 
supply for him and his iamily. The labour 
of collecting and carrying this gratinty was 
great, but it was accompamed with greater 
-satisfaction of mind ; and I have no doubt I 
«hali have my reward, if, indeed, I have not 
bad k akeady. 



CHAPTER Xra. 



^* In all things approving ounelvsa as the miniatexB of 
Crod i in -much patience, in afflictions, in neceositiee, in 
<li8tze88e8.; — as sorrowful, yet always rejoicmg; us poor, 
.yet making many rich,'* 2 Cor. vi, 4, 10* 

On one occasion two local preachers went 
•with me to Black River circuit One of them 
was a near relation. We had lived near 
each olber many years. On our \mftotb»i 
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country, we travelled one day until nearFy 
dark, \xrhen we came to a tavern which stood 
a little way off from the road There appear- 
ed to be a number of i&oisy peqple withiu^^and 
I thoi^ht if we had to stay there we should 
bave dtxh unpleasaut n^ht of it ; so I sent od 
my companions firsts to inquire if they could 
staysail night, and then rode up myself and 
inqiured if I could stay. We were all an* 
ewered bx the affirmative^ and while the land- 
lord took my horse to the stable, and the 
brethren took theirs^ I walked into the houses 
and a xrery nokj place it was. This being 
the case,. I took my seat by the fire,^ and when 
the brethren came in, my cousin sat down by 
my side, as though he were a stranger, and 
asked me where I was from. J took the 
hinty and replied, ''^From Newburgh.^'^ He 
said, " What, firom that frface of Deism T I 
said, "Yes,'* and by this time we had the 
attention of aS in die house. He then asked 
me ff" there were any Presbyterians there. I 
answered, "Tes."^ "Any Baptists?' "No."' 
"Axiy oiber reSgious denomination?" I re- 
plied, " Tham are a few Methodists." He 
asked what sort of people they were. I told 
Ubci tb^y «|ipaaj:ed to be i^ious. He asked 



me what they bdievcd. I answered hinv, 
that they beheved in the defravity of the hxi- 
man heart: that penitents were saved by 
fiiith in Jesus Christ: and that bclievers» 
might be made p^iect in love in this life. 
He adced me if I had ever heard theni preach. 
I said I had. He then asked me if thev un- 
deriook to prove their doctrines from tho 
Scriptores. I totd him they did. He asked 
me if I could recollect any of those scriptures 
which they quoted in favour of ther doctrine. 
I told him I could ; and quoted all I could 
then lecdlect on those points. He then asked 
me what other doctrine thev believed. I said 
they believed a man might fal\ from grace. 
He said, " Mercy on me ! do they undertake 
to prove that also from the Scriptures?" I 
replied they did. He asked me foi* the Scrip- 
ture proo& ; and I gave him all I could recol- 
lect. He then asked me if they believed that 
there was a hell — ^what kind of place it was — 
was it a place of fire and brimstono, ice, I 
answered, <'If it is not a place of f)re and 
brimstone, as ^ fire and brimstone' are no oflen 
mentioned in Scripture, they must be used uh 
types of the miseries of hell, and that an an- 
tkype 18 greater than the type^ and therefbfe 
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hell must be worse than fire and brimstone*" 
He then asked what kind of people would'go 
to hell. I told him,, s" swearers, drunkards, 
sabbathrbreakers, and all unbelievers, if they 
did not rep^t." I then walked out of doors, 
and he said to the landlord, ^< What did you 
think of that man?" He said, "He talked 
very reasonable." My cousin said he thought 
€0 too. The man then said, "I guess he is 
a preacher — ^you must ask him to pray when 
he comes in." So when I returned to the 
house I was requested to attend prayers, and 
I did so, and the rest of the evening was spent 
in a very agreeable manner ; and thus, as it 
were by s^tagem, we took those captive who 
had long been '^ led captive by the devil at his 
wHl," and, by a little management preached 
Christ, even in a tavern. 

In the morning I started before my com- 
panions, and when they were about to start 
in the same direction, the tavern keeper de- 
sired them to tell me, that if I ever came that 
way again, I must call at his house and 
preach. 

When I got to the quaiterly meeting I paid 
brother Sweet twenty and two dollars of the 
money I had collected for him on the district^ 
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and showed him the things which I had ga- 
thered, and told him I should dine at his 
bouse on the Monday fdlowing. Accord- 
ingly, on Monday I and my companions 
made his family a visit We arrived before 
him, as he had no horse, and found his wife 
and femily living in a log house, Avhere every- 
thing, though in the midst of poverty, ap- 
peaYed neat and clean. I introduced myself 
to his wife, and told her we had come to dine 
wfth her. She seemed pleased and grieved 
at the same time ; pleased to see her friends, 
and grieved that she had nothing to set be- 
fore them. I said, " You must give us the 
best your house affords," and the good house- 
wife did very well, for some person* had sent 
her a piece of dried venison, and some flour, 
not separated from the bran. She boiled the 
venison with some potatoes, and made a cake 
of the flour with the bran in it. Of these we 
made a very comfortable repast. I then gave 
her half a dollar for my dinner, telling her 
that I never called for ^^ the best the house 
aflforded," without paying for it. I then took 
some things from my pockets and gave them 
to her. She asked, "Who sent them?" I 
replied^ "A friend." She thanked me and 



i 
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her friend ; and I then began to unlade my 
portmanteaus, and she began to cry, which 
made me weep also. I then threw down a 
great bag, in which I Ifiai collected a great 
many tUngs, and said to her, " There, sister, 
take the whole;" and from what I felt at 
that time, I conclude that it is indeed ^' more 
blessed to give than to yeceive." Brother 
Sweet told me aftc^rward^ he did not know 
how they should have made out through the 
winter, if it had not been for that timely aid. 
But notwithstanding I ii)ade others glad, I 
had some heavy crosses to bear myself. The 
district was nearly eight hundred miles round, 
and I was between eight and nine weeks ab- 
sent from my dear wife. The thoughts of 
home would ofiten crowd upon my mind, and 
the distance of time and place, instead of 
weaning my affections from that dear spof, 
only drew them nearer and nearer to it. As 
a cord, when stretched to its utmost degree 
of tension, draws harder and hsi^der, and flies 
with greater force, when it is let loose at one 
end, back to the point from which it was 
extended, so my afiections, the further and 
longer I was removed from home, drew me 
with greater force toward tk<& ^\acA oC x&^ 
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abode, and the object of my constant and in- 
creasing regard. The only way in which I 
could avoid setting my afiections too much 
on the creature, and created things, was by 
" watching unto prayer.-' So I found it to be 
then, and I find it to be so now. 

It was during my last tour round the dis- 
trict that my dear wife was taken sick, with 
what proved to be her last sickness. I was 
more than three hundred miles from her, 
and knew not of it until I was within six 
miles of home. But O the distress and afflic- 
tion I felt when I first beheld her pale face 
and feeble frame! My heart almost sunk 
within me. She lived, however, almost 
eteven months after I returned home, during 
which period her state of mind was such as 
afibrded me the greatest satisfaction of any 
thing below the sun. I now wished to have 
my next appointment on Newburgh circuit, 
where she lived, and I sent my request to 
Bishop Asbury at the conference accordingly. 
He did not see fit, however, to grant it, 
but chose that for me which was better 
than if my own request had been granted. 
He eippointed me to Brooklyn, where I could 
fill mj sabbath appointments^ and be with 
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my suffering companion most of the time. 
The friends at Brooklyn were exceedingly 
kind; indeed, a kinder people I never saw. 
One day I saw my "beloved companion weep- 
ing, and said to her, "What makes you 
weep?" She said, "I want to live." I said 
to her," What makes you want to live ?" She 
said, " To compensate you for your kindness 
to me." This made me weep, and I feh un- 
happy for a time. A few days after I asked 
her if she was willing to give me up. She 
said she wa^. I fe(lt thankful to God for it. 
She then asked me if I could give her up. I 
told her I could. She appeared to be glad. 
I continued to watch with her night and dny 
as long as she lived. Father Gairettson 
came to see her just onef week before she 
died. He asked how she felt in her mind. 
She told him it was a sweet time to her soul ; 
her views of God, Christ, and eternity were 
almost too much for the tabernacle of clay. 
He asked her if she had known what religion 
was before her sickness. She told him that 
the Lord had sanctified her soul more than 
two years before, and that she had not seisn 
one monaeUt since that time in which she 
doubted it atiy more ibwi «\ie AwxVasA Vax. 
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own existence. He asked her if she had 
given up her husband and all in the world 
besides. She said she had. He inquired 
whether the thoughts of death, judgment, and 
eternity were terrifying to her or not. She 
replied, " These are my happiest coatempla- 
tions." He said, "Well, sister, you must 
suffer patiently." She replied, "Not one 
murmuring thought has entered my mind all 
through my sickness." After this she asked 
me if she had said any thing in all her life 
that had hurt my feelings. I assured her 
she had not. Just as she was departing, 
she said to me, " Do you see any alteration 
in me?" I said, "No." She then said, "I 
feel an alteration, and want you to pray for 
me, that I may have a quick passage to the 
kingdom of glory." She then folded her 
hands together, and said, " Now, Lord Jesus, 
take me to thyself speedily." These were 
her last words. She immediately fell asleep 
in Jesus, without a struggle or a groan. 
This was on the 14th of February, 1807. 



** Farewell, bright soul, a short farewell, 
Till we shall meet again above, 
In the sweet groves where pleasures dwell. 
And trees of life bear fhnts of love. ^ 



i 
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There glory sits on every face, 
There friendship smiles in every eye ; 
There shall our tongues relate the grace 
That led us homeward to the sky.** 



CHAPTER XIV, 

** 'Tis she, *tis she ; 
. Among the heavenly forms I see. 
The kindred mind from fleshly bondage free : — 
O how unlike the form so lately seen 
Groaning and panting on^he bed 
With ghastly air and fainting head^ ^ 
Life stood on this side — ^there the. dead. 
While the delajring flesh lay shivering between !" 

Watts's Lyrics. 

On the demise of my beloved compaDioQ 
I felt very lonely ; but one night I dreamed 
that I had a pleasing interview with her. 
I thought she came to me, and I knew 
that she was from the world of spirits, and 
that she was no more mine, but the Lord's. 
I thought I would ask her some questions, 
and said to her, "I want to ask you some 
questions about the other world.'' I thought 
she said, " There are many questions that 
m)ght be asked about IhaX N^otld^ ^bkb 
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tiiigtit be very improper for me to cmswer*" 
I then said^ '^ want to ask a question 
about yourself: is it well with you?" She 
said, " It is weU>" I thought she then be- 
gan io give me a description of heaven, of 
gI(My, and of the New Jenisalem ; and as 
she went on to describe it, it all appeared in 
sight. She said the New Jerusalem needed 
not the sun to enlighten it by day, nor the 
moon by night, fer the glory of God was the 
light tbereof. She made use of such lan- 
guage as appeared to me peculiar to her state^ 
At the time she conversed with me I under- 
stood it perfectly, but when awake there was 
but little of it I could get hold of ; it appeared 
to be out of my reach ; it was above me ; I 
felt a struggle in my soul to attain unto it, 
but I could not ; I had to sink down and cry 
out, "It is not for mortals." When I turned 
about to leave her, I had no disagreeable feeir 
ings — I thought she was no longer mine, but 
the Lord's ; and, at the time of our interview, 
I thought my feelings were somewhat like 
what I suppose they will be in another woiid, 
when the ties of nature are all dissolved. 
When I had gone a few steps from her, I 
Aougbt I would go back and aak her one 

T 
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more qoestion ; so I went, and said, ^My 
dear, I want you U> answer me ooe more 
question, if it wiU not be offensive to God," 
I thought her countenance looked forbidding. 
I mentioned the name of a woman who was 
dead, and said, ^ Is she in heaven?? After 9 
short pause she said, ''^ I did not see her there." 
I then turned about and awoke, and found it 
was a dream, but k left a pleasant sensation 
on my mind, and though I felt sensible of my 
great loss, I could not wish her back: again, 
believing that her sufferings were all over, 
and that she had entered on her eternal rest. 
I attended the next conference, which was 
held in Amenia. All went cm weH I was 
appointed to Croton circuit, where we had a 
gracious revival of the work of God in differ- 
ent parts of the circuit About the cbse of 
the conference year I was united in marriage 
to an amiable woman, who is still living. 
When this year ivas closed I attended the 
conference in New- York, and received an ap- 
pointment to Pittsfield circuit, where I labour- 
ed with great comf<^ to mysdf, and seem- 
ingly to the satisftiction of the members of 
the chusch. Some souls were brought into 
e6e ihld of ChriBl this yeix. TVv& xl^i^ twr 
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ferenoe was held at Pittsfield. aDd I was ap- 
pointed to Dutchess circuit. I continued on 
this circuit two years, and saw the work of 
God revive. About five years before this 
there was a good and gracious work in these 
parts, and at that time a certain preacher of 
another order came in, and said he had heard 
the good news, and had come to rejoice with 
them. He preached "union, union," and 
said it mattered not by what name we were 
called, so we were Christians ; and our friends 
fell in with it, and thought it was a very good 
thing to be united ; but as soon as the preacher 
and his people perceived this, they said to tlie 
young converts, " Do you not want to go 
down the banks of Jordan 1^ The people fell 
in with this also, and followed their new ad- 
visers down the banks of Jordan, as they 
called it, after which some spirit or other 
caught them away, so that we saw them no 
more. From this circumstance I took warn- 
ing, and at the beginning of this reformation 
I called all the leaders and exhorters together, 
and advised them to mind their own business, 
and pay no attention to the calls or counsels 
of others. To this they all agreed, and not- 
wilbttandiDg the liame meaflutea ^^e ^uc- 



\^^%^ 
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sued as before, the result was very different. 
Mauy left us at that time, and went no more 
with us, but now we lost only two. I found 
it necessary to be ''wise as serpents, and 
harmless as doves." We had a gracious in-, 
crease this year ; a meeting-house was built, 
and an excellent society gathered together, 
since which they have had many additions 
from time to time. May the great Shepherd 
of the sheep always have them in his holy 
keeping, and appoint unto them at last a 
crown of glory that fiideth not away. 



CHAPTER XV. 

** Not that I speak' in respect of want : for I have learn, 
ed, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content 
I know both how to be abased, and I know how to 
abpund : everywhere and in all things I am instructed 
both to be fiill and to be hungry, both to abound and to 
suffer need," Phil, iv, 11, 13. 

I MOVED my wife on this (Dutchess) cir- 
cuit, which is the second and last time I ever 
moved my family in thirty years. Neither 
have I ever received any table expenses dur- 
ing* that lime, nor house-rent^exce^ in three 
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instances, partly because I did not need it so 
much as some of my brethren, and partly to 
stop the mouths of gainsayers, kst they should 
say I grew rich by the gospel I continued 
on this circuit two years, although it was 
made smaller the second year, by having a 
part taken off and formed into a new circuit, 
whidi was called Rhinebeck. In 1812 I 
attended conference in Albany. Here we 
had our appointments read off three days be- 
fore the conference closed, with a request that 
no preacher should leave until the session 
was finished. At this conference, some d 
the preachers told me, they wished me to take 
charge of Rhinebeck district, and that they 
should lay this matter before the bishop. I 
requested them not to do it, assigning what I 
thought good and substantial reasons ; never- 
theless, I was appointed to take charge of the 
district, and to my charge I went willingly, 
though not without some fears. This year 
was filled up with some things which were 
very pleasing, and some which were equally 
painful. On one quarterly-meeting occasion 
I rode from break of day until eleven o'clock, 
and then preached and attended to the duties 
of tlw quarterly meeting bdkm 1 \M0a^ ^ti?j 
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After evening meeting,, the wondan 
^the house asked roe if I would take any 
ng before I went to bed. I told her I had 
i eaten any thing all day. She then made 
, and brought on soroe cod-fish and pota- 
which, according to appearance, had 
in. prepared many days. The bread was 
^so soft that I had to eat it with knife and f6rk, 
which being not very agreeable, I made the 
more firee with the fish and potatoes. The 
tea was so black and ill tasted, that I could 
not drink it, so I made out but poorly that 
time. The preacher on the circuit begged to 
be removed; I complied with his request, 
struck the circuit off the list, and went there 
no more. I understood that some of the peo- 
ple did not wish to have a preacher, so ihej 
were left without a shepherd, and the other 
classes were attached to a neighbouring cir- 
cuit. I had to change several preachers on 
the district for the sake of accommodation, but 
we laboured in great harmony, notwithstand- 
ing all our trials. When I went to Stratford 
circuit to attend quarterly meeting, I was re- 
markably shut up in preaching, and concluded 
that my visit there was in vain. I truly ftAi 
aorry &r the people, zsA fEeo^n^^ ^\tfyi^ 
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of them when absent with groat grief; but 
how astoaisbed was I when I Tisiled them 
the second time, to find that my labours had 
not been useless when I was there last. The 
preacher said to me, that three souls were awa- 
kened under that sermon, had experienced 
religion since, and had joined society. (One 
of them is now a travdting preacher.) I thea 
thought how true is that scripture, '^ In the 
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening 
withhdid not thy hand, for thou canst not tell 
which shall prosper, either this or that, or 
whether they both shall be dike good." This 
circumstance encouraged me much : I had also 
•pome good times on the district, but laboured 
under considerable bodily aiffliction. When 
I wrote to Bishop Asbury, I informed him that 
I could not consistently take charge of the 
district another year. When I came to the 
conference, the bishop asked me if I was will- 
ing to travel on Middletown circuit I taid 
to him, <^ If you will keep me from the citiei, 
and from having charge of a distiict, then, if 
you have a circuit to which no other preacher 
'will go, send me there." He flmiled, and 
th^te the matter rented for the prefent At 
ibe idose of the dBOloftOfie I fwnd mfMlf Mft 
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down for Middletown circuit. ThilBcr I 
went, and spent one year very agreeably, and 
the year fdlowing was appointed to Stratford 
circuit, wher0 we were ftivoured with ^^-timcs 
of refreshing from the presence of the Lord.^ 
At one ptac^ after preaching in a school- 
house, a certain gentleman said to me, ^I 
wisfa yoa to oome and make ine a visit'' 
The class-leader whispered in my ear, i^I 
wi^ you wogld go." So I told the gentle- 
man I would come at such a time : but when 
I retired with the leader that evening, he in- 
fermed me that this man had been a very 
great enemy to the Methodists, and had de- 
clared if his son dbouid join them, his house 
riiould no tonger be a home for him ; and if 
a Methodist should come into his house be 
would break his legs. Notwithstanding this, 
however, I went to see him, and he did not 
fulfil his threat, but received roe kindly, and 
invited me to preach, at his house. Accord- 
mgly I left an appointment, and when I came 
to attend it, I found the mipister was there. 
When I had finished my sefmon, I said that 
I had understood the minister of the place 
was present, and if so, I should take it kind 
if he &lt free, t^tAkAfK)me^;Bcity\thi& 



IC5 

exercises of the meecii^. He replied, ihai he 
came as a hearer, and wooU rather joia vrhh 
me^ 90 I ooDchided the rae^og. He then 
came and shook hanck with me* and I asked 
after his wdikre, and he said he was well| 
but remarked, that he need not ask after my 
wdfiue, as he judged I was well fiom m j 
bod speaking ; this led to fiuther oonvo^aa- 
tion. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

** These are wells without wmter, clouds that are oar* 
lied with a tempest ; to whom thp mist of darkness is 
reserred. For when they speak great swelling words 
of Tanity, they allure those diat were clean escaped from 
tem who live in error — ^beware lest ye also fall from 
your own stead&stness.** 2 Pet. ii, 17; iii, 17. 

The people seeing us deposed to continue 
the conversation, took their seats. In reply 
to the minister's remark, that I must be in 
good health, if he might judge from my loud 
speaking, I said, <' I had rather wear out than 
rust out." He then remarked, that it was <^ a 
good thing to be zealous in a good cause." 
Be remarked further^ thai I had foid qm 
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thing ia my preaching wliich was not correct. 
I inquired what it was. He said, " You told 
U8 that when Jesus Christ becomes judge, he 
will lay aside his mediatorial office." I said, 
in reply, " Is DOt that correct ?" He aaid, " No, 
ibr Jesus Christ will never give ap any of his 
offices until all his work is accomfdished." I 
said to him, " What does that scripture mean, 
'Then shall the end come?'" He said it 
meant "the end of the world." I then said, 
" I will now give you the rest of the passage, 
' Then cometh the end, when he shall have 
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father,' " and asked him what kingdom that 
was which was to be given up, if it were not 
the mediatorial kingdom. He said he did not 
know that there was any thing erroneous in 
the idea which I had advanced, but be wish- 
ed to ask me one more question, and that was, 
if I believed it were possible ibr a man, after 
he had been converted, to lose the grace re- 
ceived, and be eternally loot. I said, " I do." 
He said he did not see how that could he the 
case, when the Scriptures so universally de- 
clared that such a man could not be lost, and 
asked me what I wouU do with Buch a Bcrii>- 
ture as this, " My sheep hear my votce, and I 
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know them, and they follow me, and I give 
unto them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish." I answered, " Sir, you. know, as 
well as myself, that every part of that scrip- 
ture is in the present tense, and the promise 
is to them, as an obedient people." He said, 
in reply, that they should have eternal life, 
though they might not follow Christ all the 
time. Then said I, " That passage of Scrip- 
ture, in order to meet your views, ought to 
read thus : ' My sheep hear my voice part of 
the time, and part of the time they hear the 
voice of Satan ; I know them part of the 
time^ and part of the time I know them not ; 
they follow me part of the time, and part of 
the time they follow Satan, and yet, notwith- 
standing all this, I give unto them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish.' " He said, 
" No, it reads right as it is." I replied, it 
could not be consistent then, if his views were 
right; for if a man could curse and swear, 
lie and get drunk, he could not at the same 
time be a follower of the Lord. He said, if a 
man could curse and swear, it was an evident 
mark that he never was converted. I then 
said, " Sir, what will you do with Peter ; for 
be cursed and swore, Uod and denied his 
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Master ?" He said he believed Peter was very 
much frightened. I said, ^'What of that? 
you have unchristianized him." 

He then said he would give me another 
passage, to see what I would do with that, 
and that was, ^^Whom he did foreknow, 
them he also did predestinate ; and whom he 
did predestinate, them he also called," &c. 
To which I replied, ''All that the apostle 
means there is to show God's method of 
bringing a soul from nature to grace, and 
from earth to heaven ; that such as go to 
heaven he first calls, and if they be obedient 
to the call, he justifies them, and if they con- 
tinue faithful until death, he will glorify them 
at last." He said, " There are no ifs there." 
I said, " Truly there are no ifs expressed ; 
but there are ifs implied." He said, " There 
are not." I then said, '' Is this passage to be 
understood in an absolute sense ?" He said, 
^ It is." Then said I, '' I shall throw some 
difficulties in your way ; for as the Lord fore- 
knows every body, it follows, if that be the 
sense, every body will be saved." '' So," said 
I, "you are a Universalist." "No," said he, 
" I am a Calvinist." I replied, " You cannot 
be a Calvinisty according U> ywx ^^n.titk^ 
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Jcnowledgment" He then said, '^ That pas- 
sage means, 'whom the Lord foreknew as 
bb chosen ones, or elect, them he would call, 
justify, and glorify.' " " You told us," said 
I, '' that there were no ifs in the case, and 
now I shall put another difficulty in your way, 
for another passage says, *• Many are called, 
but few are chosen,' and how will you recon- 
cile these two passages?" He said, ''The 
scripture which says, ' Many are called, but 
few are. chosen,' means the canvmon call of 
the gospel, which is common to all ; but the 
call of the Lord is a special calL^ I then 
said, " I will give you the call of the Lord : 
here it is, ' I have called, and ye have re- 
fused.'" He said, in reply, thai was the 
common call also. I replied that it was the 
call of the Lord, which he had said was a 
special caU ; but he persisted in it that thai 
was the common call. I then said, " Sir, I 
will thank you to tell me where you get this 
common and special call — you have not 
taken it from the Scriptures, for it is not 
there," but to this he gave me no answer. I 
then said, " It is much easier to ask questions 
than to answer them, and therefore I will 
now ask you some. He acknowledged 
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that such a course was fair. I then asked 
him the meaning of that scripture, "He 
that despised Moses' law, died without mercy 
under two or three witnesses ; of how much 
sorer punishment shall he be thought worthy, 
who hath trodden undet foot the Son of God, 
and hath counted the blood of the covenant 
wherewith he was sanctified aiTunholy thing, 
and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace." 
He replied, "They used to sacrifice beasts, 
and this was the blood of the beasts." I said, 
" I positively deny that, for it was ' the blood 
of the covenant.' " He then said, " The pro- 
noun * Ae' has reference to Jesus Christ," so 
that it was Jesus Christ that was sanctified 
by his own blood. I then asked if the greater 
was ever sanctified by the less. He replied, 
" The less is always sanctified by the greater." 
I then asked him which was the greater, the 
divinity of Jesus Christ, or his humanity. 
He said, « The divinity." 1 said, " Did the 
divinity bleed ?" He said, " No." I then said, 
"How can you apply it to Jesus Christ?" 
He made me no answer, but broke off from 
that subject, and immediately went to another. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

•*,For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 
have need that one teach you again, which be the first 
principles of the orades of God,*' Heb. v, 12. 

** And at the same tune there arose no small stir about 
that way. For a . certain man said. Sirs, ye know that 
by this craft we have our wealth.** Acts xix, 23-25. 

In his next remarks he said he did not see 
how the Methodists could hold to sinless per- 
fection, and falling from gra^e too* I 
said, " We do not believe in a sinless perfec- 
tion in this life." He said we did. I replied 
we did not; and not only so, but he never 
heard any one preach it, neither had he ever 
read it in any Methodist book : " we believe," 
said I, " in Christian perfection, that is, to 
love God with all the heart, soul, mind, and 
strength." He inquired, " Did ever any one 
do it ?" I said, " Did you never love God with 
all your heart ?" He answered, " No." I said, 
" How then do you get along in religion ?" 
He said that his experience was like Job's, 
who said, " If I should say I am perfect, it 
would prove me perverse." " Well," said I, 
^^ we will bear what the Lord says of Job ; he 
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calls him ' a perfect and an upright man f 
now whom shall we believe, Job or God?" 
He said he did not believe that either of them 
lied^ I said, '^ Neither do I, but my opinion 
is, Job spoke of a sinless perfection, and it is 
as much as if he had said, ^ If I should say 
that I am free from the eflfects of the/a2/, my 
a£9icti<»is would prove me perverse ;' but 
when tlie Lord spoke of him, he considered 
him in that relation in which he then stood 
to him, and called him ' a perfect and an up- 
right man.' It is daid of Asa, that ' hi9 heart 
was perfect all his dsijB ;' and again, ^The 
eyes of the Lord run to and fro through all 
the earth, to show himself strong in behalf 
of those whose heart is perfect toward him.' " 
He then said his experience was like St 
Paul's. I asked him how that wae. '^ St. 
Paul," said he, ^'says, ^Kot as though I had 
already attained, either were already perfect, 
but I press toward the mark for the prize of 
my high calling in Christ Jesus.' " I said, 
''You are now as bad as you were before, 
for I can make it appear that St. Paul, in 
that sentence, had reference to a state of sin- 
less perfection; for in another he says, 'As 
many of us as are perfect, let us be thus 
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minded." ^WcO^'gaid he. "Idonotcm 
fir Chat, fiv I do not bdieTe that we can Kib 
without m in thk Kfe.' I then aaid, ''Sir, 
k it not joor duty lo try to lire without sin ?* 
To which he iqfied, ''Certainly* I then 
asked him if it was his duty to strive for an 

answered, " No." I then 
I out to him the diflkul^ into which 
brought himself, and remarked, " Ton 



(Mil : ".'If, 



most get dear <tf it as you can " Atthisthe 
congregation smiled, and all were silent for 
some time. I then desired him to tell me 
when the Lord, for Christ^s sake, pardoned 
his sins. For a while be made no rqply : the 
last question seemed harder than all the rest 
At length be ackno^edged that his expe- 
rience was very broken. I admitted that 
some men enjoyed a clearer evidence of their 
acceptance with God than others, and pressed 
him again to tell me when God converted bis 
soul; to which be re|^Ued, ''When I was 
about fourteen years of age I lost two of my 
brothers, and I bad some serious thoughts at 
that time as to what bad become of them ; 
but whether my experience is any thing to 
be depended on or not, I do not know." I 
was astonished at this; but very little more 

8 
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wu Mid on either side, and the coDveTeadoB 
«o(Hi ended. Soon after thu he bade me good 
night, and we parted for diat time. The 
man of the haoBe then said to me, that be 
never was bd astonished ia bis life, as he had 
been that night. I said, "What has bo as- 

tookbed yon?" "Why," said he, "Mr. 

bag ciowded yon into an argunient, ioid has 
brought Dp the case of old J(^ and othen, 
«nd thsn could do nothing with them." The 
^u^ter then said to me, "What did yon 
^ink of hia experience ?" I said to her, " I 
very mnch doabt whether he ever expe- 
rienced a change xtf bean." She said ehe 
also donbted it very much, though she never 
bad doubted it before ; but now she did not 
think it right to take the sacrament at the 
liands <rf such a man, and she never should 
do it again. Soon after this she went lo the 
minister, and requested a dismission from his 
church. He asked her the reason. Shetold 
him she did not believe the doctrine he 
preached. He told her that was no reason. 
She told him she was not profited under bis 
minisby. He said that was no reason. She 
told him she did not fellowship the people. 
Be tud that was no reMcm, -She said thai 
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4he0B were all the leasong she could gi\>e, aod 
Ihat she should join the Alechodkcs. and ao 
■he did. The old lady said, lor her pan« 
though she was brought up under tlie Cal- 
vinislic doctiiney she was awakened and cou- 
Torted among the Methodists, and all the tood 
flhe got fx her soul^ except once, was among 
lhat people. 

We had some ven* refreshing seasons in 
same places on this circuit, that year. At 

S there was a good society, and some 

mote w&e converted and added to the chuxtch. 
At the quarterly nieeiiug there was consider- 
aUe noise, which offended some, and drove 
some away from the meeting. 

At this |dace I saw an dd gentleman, a 
Calvinist minister, who, when he was a hun- 
dred years old, went into the pulpit and made 
a prayer ; and 1 understood that when the 
Methodist preachers first came into the state 
of Ckmnecticut he went to hear them. The 
hue Rev. Jesse Lee was one of the first. He 
went to hear him, and when preaching was 
over, he came to him and said, ^' Sir, I do not 
find much fault with your preaching, but I 
am afraid you are not on a good errand." 
"Why so?" said the preacher. "Why," said 
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he, " I am-afiaid you have come to break up 
OUT coagr^ationB." Mr. Lee said, "Have 
you any rinnera here 7" "Yea," said he. 
" Wellj" said Mr. Lee, " they are the one* 
after which I came. I am on the errand of 
our Lord^ I came not to call the lighteou^ 
but sinDera to repentance." The (M gentle- 
man said, "If you think you are called to 
preach, you ought to go to the wildernco, 
and preach to the people there, /or it it as 
mtteh aa the people can do to support the 
preaehera thai they have already." " Well 
theo," said Mr. Lee, " it is the money, not the 
flock, you are in pursuit of." "No,"«aidthe 
old gentleman, " but it is our duty to take 
care of the people here." Then said Mr. Lee, 
"I am afraid you are fike the dog in the 
&ble, who would neither eat the hay himadf, 
nof BuSer the ox to eat it." (The reason why 
Mr. Lee said this was, the old gentleman bad 
lately given up preaching because his eye- 
sight had foiled him, and he could no longer 
see to read his suTnons.) The minisler n- 
plied, "I am an old man." "Never too old 
to do good," said Mr. Lee. At this the dIA 
gentleman was oilended, and tbos the con- 
versatioD was brought to -a dose. 
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Sb icmarfca^ however, respecting the sup- 
port of the ministiy, for their firankness and 
faoneBi^, ought to be recorded, as they contain, 
no doobt, the tme reason of that opposition 
which the Methodists have met with from 
the standing order in New-England. They 
were afiaid the peof^ could not support a 
new dasB of ministers, in addition to the old. 
They ^ as if they had the first right, and 
were afraid the Methodists would break up 
their ccmgiegations, and that they should be 
tinned adrift. The same reasons against the 
introduction of Methodism into New-England 
Btin prevail, though we do not often meet 
with so honest an avowal of them from the 
dofgy of the present day. 
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1.IQHT8 AJfD 8HAI>0W3 OF ITIXKKAXCT. 

In kioking oina- the iwoids of mr (Nta liio^ 
asoontained w the preceding pt^ea. I find 
that there are many things that bad eaoaped 
my recoUection when I first began to write; 
fcr I had not kept a journal of my hfe. and 
of ooune had to write fiom memory^ and that 
not very strong or retentive. 

When I travelled on Middletown ckcuiti 
Conn., in 1813, 1 had fasother Arnold Schoh- 
fidd for my colleague, and a very agreeable 
one he was, as much so as any man that I 
ever travelled with. We laboured togetlier 
▼ery harmoniously. One year before tliis^ 
when I was on the district, I saw brother B. 
Washburn for the first time, in Bliddletown. 
He was then a located preacher. I was 
much pleased with him on many account*) 
but especially with his open frankness of 
manner. Soon afier this he joined the oob' 
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ference again. From the first to the last n 
acquaintance with him has been very pk 
sant. Tiiiis year I allended a camp meetii 
about twenty mflbs east of Middletown, whc 
the preachers were all strainers to me. 
had to introduce myself to the presiding eld 
brother Joel Winch^ who received me - ve 
kindly, and asked me if I would preach, 
told him that I had come for that purpcK 
He then asked me when I would preaci 
I said, ^^Any day you please.'^ He.th< 
asked me mt whcU hour 7 I said, ^ In tl 
evening I can speak with the most earn 
He said I might preach oo Saturday evenin 
for then there woidd be die greatest numb 
of hearers; there woutd be persons iro 
diffinrent congregations, who on the sabba 
would be at their own places of worshi 
Brother Samud Luckey was theF^ «nd pi 
ceded me. Hb text was, '^Praying in tl 
Holy Ghost,^' Jude 18th ; and he certain 
preached and prayed in the Holy Gha 
When I began my exercises, the efaoir sui 
the tune called ^ Ghina,"^ whkh I had nev 
heard before* I thought it the «nost mdoci 
ous singing that I ever heard ; and this wi( 
yriM, 1 had heatd before put me in tune i 
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praadung. There was a yaang ooDegian 
pnaem who undeitook to write down my 
BoriDoa ; but I went a-head so much like a 
steamboat, that he gave over writing. It was 
thought by some that the sermon would be 
printedi but I heard no more of it while I was 
there. I heard brother Winch teli over some 
of the trials that he met with on some parts 
(rfhis district, and I must say that I pitied 
him fiom my heart 

It is thou^t by some of our friends, and 
preachers also, that the presiding elder has 
an easy task of it ; but little do they think, 
that all the most difficult things on his dis^ 
trict have to be brought before him for de* 
dsion. He has ^' to see that his preachers 
bdiave well, and want nothing," which of 
itself is no easy charge, so that he needs to 
have the wisdom of die serpent and harmless- 
nesB of the dove. But, as it respects myself 
at this camp meeting, I think I never preach- 
ed with more satisfaction to my own mind 
than I did at this time ; and the congregation 
behaved so remarkably well, that I was 
highly gratified. I believe that there was 
great good done at this meeting, although the 
]xreacheT8 were mostly young men. 



i 
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Brother Winch told me that the preachers 
got 90 poor a support in that conference^ that 
many of them had been driyen to the neccB- 
sity €$ as]dng the bishop for a tranafi^r to tfie 
New- York, or some other conference ; bat tl^ 
bishop did not see fit to grant it, for he wish- 
ed to keep all the talent that he could iH 
that conference ; and though they could ndt 
get their wishes granted, they believed the 
bishop's motives were good ; yet they thought 
it was their duty to take care of their families, 
and provide for them. The consequence was, 
many of them located, and went to the 
west, and joined other conferences. At this 
camp meeting there was one of our preachers 
who, with his family, was going to the west 
He told me he was from Boston, but he could 
not get a support for his ^simily ; and though 
he loved the people, he had to leave them. 
Brother Winch told me he thought he should 
have to do so too. I suppose they are doing 
better there now. 

I returned to my circuit in company with 
brother Coan, from North Guilford, to whom 
I said I wished that the people on our circuit 
knew one tune that was sung at the camp 
meeting. He asked me what Uiw« ^ w^a. I 
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BBid, I could not tell him the name of the tune. 
bat k was a common metre, and in triple 
time. He said it was ^ China :" and when I 
got to PoDsett, where brother Washburn used 
to live, they would sing it for me. Brother 
Washburn, amonsr other srood thines, had 
tangfat them to sing : and (hey sung e3rtrenie- 
ly well— rfiv they had now three teachers in 
that {dace. I do think that singing is an ex- 
cellent part of divine worship, and that it will 
be our employment in heaven. 

At North Guilford there was one thing trans- 
pired which was very extraordinary. It was 
in the neighbourhood of brotlier Coan, at n 
time when Lorenzo Dow was preaching. 
He observed that there was a young lady in 
the congregation who was very inattentive to 
the word, and was also laughing. He said to 
her, "Young woman, I will tell your for- 
tune when I get through this head of my 
discourse;" and when he had got through, he 
said, " Now, young lady, I will tell you your 
fortune." She then braced herself up, and, 
with all the boldness imaginable, laughed the 
preacher in the face. He then said, " Young 
lady, you have no time to laugh ; you had 
better be preparing your grave^lothcn^ for you 
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will need tbem in less than two week 
Brother Coan tdd me that he was frighten 
to hear this bold assertion — 'for he had i 
believed in Lorenzo's movements; but so 
turned out, that in ten dajrs from that in 
the young lady was brought a corpte ii 
that house, which was matter of great t 
tonishment to aU the congr^ation. Tl 
same young woman was said to be a ye 
healthy person, and this made it appear tl 
more astonishing to the people. I leeolk 
having been with Lorenzo once when 
had been telling some of the people their fi 
tunes. As we lodged together that night, 
asked him how it was that he could tell i 
people what was to come to pass, and tell 
with such confidence? He said, that thin 
came to his mind with such light and pow< 
that if he did not speak of them he i 
guilty. - 

Brother Coan, who gave me the abo 
account, was one of our best friends ; 1 
word could have been taken on any subjei 
He is now no more on earth, but I believe^l 
is gone to glory. I think there can be i 
doubt of his safe arrival there. While he w; 
living he was a good GhristiaYiaYida^teQjaa 



oompanioD ; and his bouse ¥ras an ezodlent 
borne for the preacheiB. 

We had some good times on this circuit, 
although the ahum of war was all around 
OB. I heard the report of the cannon when 
the ship President was taken on the south 
side of LcHig Island, and also when the 
British attacked Guilford. 

The fint part of this year my wife lived 
in South Salem, part of the year at North 
Guilford, and part of the year in Middletown, 
at brother Knight's, which was a very plea- 
sant and agreeable family. From this place 
I went to Stratford circuit in 1814, where we 
had some very good times. I had for my 
odleague Henry Eames, a good man of God. 
I recollect to have been invited to preach 
one evening at a private bouse ; and when I 
came there, in the afternoon, I met with the 
sister-in-law of the man of the house. She 
bekmged to the Calvinist Church, and I very 
soon found her to be a woman of piety, and 
had no thought of disputing with her on 
points of doctrine ; but, when we were con- 
versing on the subject of the duty of parents 
toward their children, she said she had 
thought that it did not make any difference 
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how childieD were brought up, for if they 
were elected to be saved they would be saved, 
and if nol, they would be loet! I then 
thought it would not do to let that pass by, 
and lake no notice of it. J then said to her, 
" Dear madam, tell me, do you believe that 
dreadful doctrine, that God has made a part 
of the world to be damned, without giving 
them any chance for heaven?" After pausing 
a little, she said, " I will be honest. I was 
brought up under the preaching of ibe Cal- 
vimste, and was taught to believe that the 
Methodists were the false teachers that were 
to come in the latter days, and tbat it was a 
disgrace to go and hear them ; and not 
wishing to disgrace myself I did not go to 
hear them, but hearing that there was a 
camp meeting at Stamford, and as almost 
every one was going, I thought that I could 
go without disgracing myself; and my sister 
and I concluded to go, and such preacbiug. I 
never heard before. While there I was 
awakened and converted, and relumed home 
with a determined resolution to join the 
Methodist Cburcb, havii^ no (bought ibM 
I should meet with ^ny of^>osition from my 
friends, especially from my family. But, 
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when I infonncd my husband of what God 
Md done for me^ and that 1 was going to join 
the MethodktSy he forbid me bo doing, but 
said I might jcHn the Presbyterians; and as I 
thought il to be my duty to join the church 
of God, I resolved to see the minister, and 
tell him my experience, and get the Disci- 
pline (rf the church, and see if I could join 
them, and believe their doctrines. I had an 
interview with him, and he said I must come 
and join the church, and take the sacrament. 
I said ^I want to see the Disci|^e tirst, to 
see if I can join.' ' O !' said he, ' that is not 
for you to see or read now ; but read the 
Bible, and at a proper time I will hand 
you the Discipline.' So," said she, " after I 
had taken the Lord's supper, he handed me 
the Discipline. I took it home, and began to 
lead it in the family, and was so displeased 
with it that I threw it across the room, and 
said it was too bad to read before my children. 
I am now in the church, and I know not 
what to do ; all the food that I get tor my 
soul is among the Methodists." When I 
beard this, I pitied her from my heart 

Not far from where this lady lived there 
were others almost in the same condition, 
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only they took courage and came off and 
left the church 4o which they bad formerly- 
belonged. They said they had joined the 
Presb3rterian [Congregational] Church, that 
they had been converted at the camp 
meeting ; and they thought that they would 
go to the minister and teU him what great 
things the Lord had done for them, and then 
they would have a time of rejoicing with 
their minister. But instead of that, he 
ridiculed them, and on tbp sabbath he preach- 
ed so pointedly at them that some of the con- 
gregation turned their heads and laughed them 
in the face. Being grmved at this, they left 
him, and sought a place among the Metho- 
dists. 

In 1816 1 went to Redding circuit, and had 
Reuben Harris for my cpUeague. Brother 
Harris was a good preacher ; and the people 
said they would be glad to have him preach 
for them, if he would only begin in time, and 
leave off in time. 

It was on this circuit that I first heard of 
the introduction of Methodism in the stale of 
Connecticut.* I believe Jesse Lee was the 
first Methodist preacher that went into this 

* See chap.xyu«p.l\5. 
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«tate. He thought he had a call from Gkxl 
to go and preach to that peofde, and made it 
known to Bishop Asbury, who gave him 
liberty to go. I believe that the first place 
he stopped at was Wilton, at the house of 
John Rockwell, who ^vas the fether of my 
first wife. Thomas Rockwell, my brother-in- 
law, was then a young aian. He had heard 
the Methodists preach in Bedford, and liked 
them very well, and invited them to his 
fuher's house. Thomas's grandmother was 
a firm believer in Calvin's view of the " de- 
crees," and concluded that that was the only 
true doctrine in the world ; but Thomas believ- 
ed as did the Methodists oathis subject. It so 
happened that he and his grandmother got 
into a dispute about these matters in the 
presence of brother Lee, and Thomas was too 
much for his grandmother, which seemed to 
irritate her ; and she said, '^ Thomas, I will 
not say you lie, but there is no truth in what 
you say." 

This diverted brother Lee, and he said that 
it made him think of a little circumstance 
he had heard of. Two men were walking 
up a hill together, and on the top of the 
bill tbejr saw a hdbw log \ ^\A oxks^ wu&. 

9 I 
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that be could crawl through it ; the other 
Baid be would bet a dollar that he could 
not. So he crawled in, Bod when he got 
about half way through, the other seized the 
log and nJled it down the hUl. When the 
006 in the log got out he was much mortified, 
but he said, if the other would never teD of 
it, be would fotgive him the dollar; -so be 
told him that he would not. But the first 
time they met at a public house, he said to the 
landlord, " Landlord, did I ever tell you that I 
tolled this man down biU in a hollow li^?" 
"No," said the landlord. "Then," said he, "I 
nemc will." So this put a stop to the dispute. 
Our preaching place was not exactly fa«re, 
but was in Nod, about three miles off. It 
was not the place where Cain married his 
wife ; yet it was the place where I first saw 
my first wife. My wife's mother died before 
I was married, and she died in great peace : 
she clapped her hands as long as she could, 
and died a shouting Methodist. I preached 
her fiineial sermon fiom the words of the 
aportle, "O death, where is thy sting? O 
grave, where is thy victory?" and had a 
comfortable time. Hiis was the same scrip* 
. ture from which brother Ezekiel Goober 
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preached my first wife's funeral sermon, 
which was about twelve years after the death 
of her mother. Brother Cooper asked me 
but a few minutes before he preached if I had 
any choice of a text: I said, "No;" but, 
while the people were singing, I wished I 
had given him the text that I had preached 
at her mother's funeral ; and lo, to my sur- 
prise, he gave out the same text with a little 
addition, which was, " Thanks be to God 
which giveth us the victory." 

It is very different now in Wilton from 
what it was when brother Lee first came 
tliere^ But since that time we have had to 
fight many a battle. The "standing order" 
have done all they could to keep us away. 
But when the Methodists came in, and the 
Lord owned their labours, they would then 
be friendly, and seek for union. I well re- 
member a great reformation that took place 
among the Methodists in Wilton. The min- 
ister came forward, and appeared very friend- 
ly, and wanted to take some part in the 
work, and gave advice to the Methodists not 
to say anything about the young converts 
joining anywhere. He told them to be still 
until the work in some sense stopped ; for to ^ 
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Bay aoylbing on that subject might be a 
disadraDtage to the work. But the next 
thing we heard was, that be had made ao 
appcantmeat for all the young converts eod 
mourners to meet him at a certain [4ace; 
and he got one of bis brethren to meet with 
them, and they divided the people, putting 
the young converts in one room, and the 
mourners in another. He then inquired if 
they had obtained a hope. They Miid tbey 
had. He then asked them if they would be 
willing to be [H'opounded to the church next 
sabbath. Nearly all of them answered, 
" Yea ;" but one of them told me afterward 
that when he came to him and asked him if 
he were willing, he said he was not ready, 
for he wanted to see their Discipline. The 
minister said he had no other than that — 
pcnniing U) a few pages called " The Cove- 
nant." "What," said he, "have you no 
other?" The minister answered, "No." 
The young man then went into anothn 
room, and asked the other preacher if Uiey 
had no Discipline. He said. None that they 
made any use of, only at the presbytery. " I 
went down," said he, "to Bridgeport, and 
purcba«ed one of their Disci^oea, ^tvl took 
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it home, and ^owed it to sonie of the young 
oonyeits, who appeared to be astonished^ and 
desired the ban of it, which was leadily 
granted. They then showed it to their uiiii- 
ist^ ; and when he saw it he said that that 
was the work of the Methodists, to do them 
an injury ; and tried to luake them believe 
that the Methodbts had foiled it to do them 
harm ; and there they let the matter rest 
without looking any further into it; and I 
do suppose that one half of the members of 
that church never saw their confession of 
feith, and that many of them do not believe 
it ; for they will tell you so if you ask them 
the question." 

At Poplar Plains I saw a young lady from 
Ohio, who had been disowned by her parents 
for hearing the Methodists. Her father told 
her to leave the Methodists, or to leave his 
house. He also was of the '< standing order," 
and formerly from New-Haven. She left the 
house, and started for New-Haven, in hopes 
of finding some one that would take her in, 
and when she came there she found an un- 
cle, who was on a visit to the place. He 
was a Presbyterian preacher, who lived about 
twenty miles off, and he took her to his own 



134 TBS svrmfnnajUiRV. 

bouse, sod bid ber wdcome. This aha fA, 
to be a. great bleaaiDg. When she CBine 
there she inquired of her cousina if there 
were any Methodists in that place. They 
told her there was caie, a black woman. 
She said, "I must go and see her." " We 
hope not," said they. " I shall go," said B«- 
becca, (for that was ber name,) "and you 
must go witb me." When she saw the co- 
loured woman she found that there was a ta^e 
class within three miles, and a church, where 
they had regular preaching or the sabbath, 
and 80 at last she found a home among the 
Methodists. I do think that she waa one o( 
the inoHt pious women that I ever met with. 
After this she married and kept house-; and 
it was a good home for the Methodist preach- 
ers. I have seen showers of tears, so to qieak, 
fall from the peof^ in the gallery of the church, 
when she has been speaking. But she is no 
more. I believe she is gone to her reward in 
heaven ; and has long since proved the truth 
of the PsahmBt's words, " When my father and 
mother forsake me, Uien the Lord shall take 
me up." 

While I was on this circuit, I received a nofe 
horn the pr eadist oi the ^riah, vba «ud. bA 
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was entiling to take tea with me and hear me 
preach. So he came, and we were intro- 
duced to each other, which was not much 
soon^ done than he asked me if I were at the 
camp meeting on Long Island ? I said, '^ No," 
for I did not go to camp meetings as much as 
I had done formerly, for I could not rest there 
9s I used to do. He then said he understood 
that there was a man there who jumped up 
and down, but he did not know but that the 
preacher had told him that which was not 
ri^t I said, ^< Sir, what if the man did 
jump up and down, as you say 1" " Why,** 
said he, '^ that is not religion. " I said, << I 
know it is not, but it may be the effects of re- 
ligion, or caused by it." He said he did not 
bdieve it. I said, ''How was it with Da« 
vid? he danced before the ark. I know 
not bow he danced, whether he shuflled 
his feet about, or whether he jumped up and 
down, as you say." He said it was not right 
^But," said I, ''did not the young man that 
was cured by our Saviour go leaping, and 
jumping, and praising God in the temple?" 
" O," said he, " there was a reason for that" 
I said, " What reason ?" He said, he had 
goi cured. I said thai Ihal^^w^ vSca ^w) 
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thing itself, for he had got blessed. He sa 
he believed that there was a great deal of s 
committed at camp meetings, i said th 
W I did not doubt it, but the people that wou 

(I commit sip at camp meeting woald sin if th< 

were at home. He said he thought camp mei 
ings were bad things. I said we were i 
debted to Presb3rterians for Camp meeting 
for they were the first that held thei 
He said it waer true, but there was a reasc 
for their so doing ; ^ for," said he, *^ there we 
80 few preachers in those parts that the jike 
pie had to go so far to meeting, that th( 
staid some time on the ground after they g 
there." I said I thought that I could corrc 
him in that, for I was travelling in the sta 
of New-Jersey at the time when one of the 
camp meetings commenced. It began at 
sacramental occasion, and on the second occ 
sion the neighbouring churches came tc^et 
er, and the Methodists joined with them, ai 
so did the Baptists. It was true that the pe 
1^ pie got into great extremes, but this was o 

posed on all hands. The Shakers, howev( 
came in, and took off with them a great nur 
ber, and some of the Presbyterian preache 
with them ^ ^^but, I thmk, sir," said I, " th 
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you have reason to be thankful to the Method- 
ists for heading camp meetings, for many of 
your members were converted there ; and I 
know of some of your preachers that were con- 
verted at camp meeting." I asbed him if he 
had any conversions in his church? He 
said, "No." I asked him, if he had any 
prayer meetings in his church ; he said he had 
appointed some, but could not get any of his 
people to pray. Sometimes he could catch a 
Methodist there, and then he could get along 
very well, otherwise he had all to do himself. 
I thought he was to be pitied. 

At Norwalk we had a good society, and a 
very good place for meeting. Brother Absa- 
lom Day has been of great use to this place. 
He did a great deal toward building the 
church. I used to preach here when a corn- 
crib would hold all the congregation. Then 
we might say, " By whom shall Jacob arise, 
for he is small ?" Now we may say, " What 
hath God wrought!" Norwalk is now a 
station, and supports a preacher comfortably. 
What great things may grow out of small 
beginnings ! 

The introduction of Methodism into Redd- 
ing is as follows, as near as I can recollect, 
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having received my information from one of 
the parties concerned, a local preacher, now 
living. 

He told me that there were four men, of 
whom he was one, that used to have their 
feasts together frequently, and it cost them a 
great deal They had not heen in the habit 
of hearing any preaching, except by the Oat 
vinists. When Jesse Lee came into the 
town, he inquired for the preacher of the 
place; and being directed to his house, he 
rode up to the door, and inquired of the gen- 
tleman if he were the minister of the place. 
He said he was. Mr. Lee then said he was 
a preacher also, and asked if he might preach 
in his pulpit. The minister asked him of 
what denomination he was. Mr. Lee told 
him he was a Methodist. The minister then 
said, " No." " May I preach to your people ?** 
said Mr. Lee. The answer was, " No." Mr. 
Lee said, " I will preach on that rock," point- 
ing with his hand to it,- " in two weeks," at 
such an hour^ and said he wished he would 
give notice of it to his people, and come and 
hear him himself. Mr. Lee had but little 
trouble to give notice, for the news soon spread 
like fire among dry stubble, and almoBt tha 
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whde town came out to hear him. Before 
he arrived at the place scnne said, ^' Mr. Metho* 
dist, you would not come here to preach, if 
you knew whom you had to preach ta'' 
But when he came there, one said that he 
looked like a good-natured fellow, but guessed 
that he did not know much. But when he 
took his stand for preaching, he gave out his 
hymn, and asked if any one would raise the 
tune, but no one sung but himself. After he 
had been preaching awhile, one said that he 
did know something ; and when he had gone 
on a little further, one said that he knew as 
much as their minister; at length he said 
he knew more, and at the conclusion he said 
he thought that his preacher knew nothing, 
and he believed that his preacher thought so 
himself. The word had taken such effect on 
these four men, one of whom was a lawyer, 
that they were all convinced, and soon after 
converted, and all of them became preachers 
of the gospel. The lawyer used to plead at 
the comt, and in the intermission used to 
preachi The judge one day heard him 
preach, and when he had closed his sermon, 
came to him and said, '^ How is this — do you 
plead law and preach the gospel too?^ He 
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answered, " I think it will do very well ; for 
it is necessary that there should be lawyers to 
investigate the law, and it is necessary that 
they should be good men in order to do jus- 
tice ; and it is necessary that there should be 
preachers in order to investigate the gospel, 
and it is necessary that they should be 
good men too, in order that they may do good.'' 
" True, true," said the judge, and left him. 
Brother Smith (for that was his name) told 
me that he would not undertake a bad cause 
for love or money ; he once had done it, but 
he suffered for it, and he never would do. it 
again. But when the people came to him to 
plead their cause, he would examine them as 
critically as he could, and if their case was 
bad, he would advise them to go and settle 
as soon as they could, and never would ask 
anything for his advice. But to return. 
When Mr. Lee had closed the service, he in- 
quired if there were any that would open their 
doors for such like preaching, and if so he 
would preach again in two weeks. Brother 
Aaron Sanford said that his door was q^ened, 
and that he must go with him, and make his 
house his home. So he took preaching to his 
bous^ and when his house became too small 
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he enlarged it, and had a swing partition, so 
that it could be raised up ; and we used to 
hold our quarterly meetings there until we 
were straitened for room. The friends then 
thought they would build a house for worship. 
But they had opposition from the " standing 
order," who blocked up their way, so that 
they could not get the place they anticipated. 
Brother Aaron Hunt, having a form near the 
Presbyterian church, gave our friends the 
oflfer of a lot to build on, and the people came 
to work to clear off the lot. The Presbyte- 
rians then consulted what to do ; for they 
said if the Methodists built their house so 
near to their place of worship it would ruin 
them, for they preached so loud that they 
could not hear their preacher preach, it being 
so close- by. They then concluded to accom- 
modate the Methodists with a building lot at 
another place not far off. They succeeded in 
building a house, and at length that was too 
small, and then they built the second, and 
now they have a stationed preacher there, 
and support him weU. God has been very 
gracious to brother Sanford's family ; I believe 
nearly all of them have been converted. One 
80Q is a preacher, and three grandsons are 
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dispensing the word of life. Brother Aaron 
Hunt; one of our old preachers, married into 
this excellent family, and everything goes 
on harmoniou^y. Our good old brother San- 
ford is still hving, a witness for Jesus; It is 
very different now with the preachers from 
what it was in days gone by, for the time has 
been when it was thought almost a virtue to 
persecute the Methodists, especially in New- 
England, or Connecticut, for the Methodist 
preachers had to dispute every inch of ground. 
Their circuits were very large, and they had 
to read their Bibles as they could, sometimes 
on horseback, and sometimes on their knees, 
and study their sermons while in bed or on 
horseback, fc^ at many places they had but 
poor accommodations. I have had sometimes 
to travel forty miles in one day, and preach 
three tunes ; but this was not grievous to 
me then, and it affords me great pleasure now 
to^ think how the Lord hath brought me 
through-. I have seen the time when I nei- 
ther dreaded heat, cold, rain, nor snow, but 
now " the grasshopper is a burden." Some- 
times, to be sure, I feel as if I were in the 
bloom of youth, but at other times I feel my- 
self as on the brink of the grave^ good for 
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nothing. When I look forward I have no- 
thing to fear, but much to hope. Thus I feel 
while I write. Glory to God for ever. 

In the year 1S15 I was elected a delegate 
to the General Conference, which took place 
in 1816, at Baltimore. Bishop Asbury died 
a liule before the sitting of this conference. 
Our friends in Baltimore had heard that the 
bishop, in a former will, had bequeathed his 
body to his Baltimore friends, he having 
formed the first Methodist society in that 
place. They therefore petitioned the General 
Conference for permission to have his body 
taken up, and brought to their city. The 
bishop had been buried in a private burying 
ground, about seventy miles from Baltimore — 
the friends in Baltimore wished him to be 
buried under the pulpit in the Eutaw church. 
Their request was granted, and they brought 
him to the city while the conference was in 
session ; and although it was not published 
in any of the churches, yet I think there was 
the greatest concourse of people I ever witness- 
ed. It was said by brother Bond, who was 
with him when he died, and also conveyed 
his body to the city, that the corpse when 
taken up was but very little changed, although 
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it had been twenty daysin the grave. He was 
put into a lead coffin ; bo we did- not see (he 
corpse. Bishop M'Kendree officiated at the 
place. Brother Black, one of the delegates 
from Novia Scotia to our conference, walked 
with Bishop M'Kendree, and all the preach- 
ers of the General Conference walked two 
and two to the church. 

This' year I was appointed to Dutchess cir- 
cuit for the second time ; my colleague was 
Noble W. Thomas, a good brother, and a good 
preacher. Shortly after we got there we had a 
good revival in Amenia. I called all the offi- 
cial members leather, and gave them what I 
called some good advice. There had been a 
good work of God a little north of this, and 
brother P. Powers and some others of our 
friends had been very useful there. The 
Baptist preacher came, and said he had heard 
good news from there, and he was glad ; and 
that it was no matter what church they be- 
longed to, so they were but Christians. This 
pleased our simple-hearted friends much ; but 
the next thing I found the preacher visited 
the young converts, and told them they must 
" go down the banks of Jordan," and that 
they never could be right until they wen 
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baptized all under water. This succeeded, 
and he got the most of them to join his 
church. I now told our friends not to 
have anything to do with that people ; not 
to ask them to preachy exhort, or pray in 
their meetings, when our own preachers 
should be absent. One of their preachers ask^ 
ed one of our preachers what was the matter^ 
that the Methodist preachers were not willing 
that they should come in and help us. Hi^ 
answer was, " We do not need you, neither do 
we want you ] we can do pur work ourselves, 
and work in our way, and you can work in 
your way." Going on in this way we re- 
ceived from forty to fijfly, and the Baptists but 
one. 

When I was at Amenia, on Dutchess cir- 
cuit, I lived near brother William Anson. He 
was sick with the typhus fever : . I went to see 
him, and while there met with a Baptist 
preacher who lived in that place. He said to 
me, "Are you not going to hear Mr. Clark this 
afternoon ?" This Mr. John Clark was once 
a Methodist travelling preacher, and had with- 
drawn from the Methodist Episcopal Church 
and had joined the Presbyterians. I answer- 
ed, that I was not; and he said, "Why not? 

10 



146 THE SUPERNTTMEKART. 

for he id as much of a Methodist as you are.^ 
I then said, that I liked him so much the 
less ; for I could make it appear ihat he said 
be believed that God worked sin in the hearts 
of gionerS) with the intent to damn them. 
Brother Anson, who was sick on the bed, 
said to the preacher, Mr. Philleo, (for that was 
his name,) '^ I hear many things that I do not 
believe; but I have heard one thing about you 
of )vhich I wish to know the truth.*' ^ What 
18 ihsXT^ said he. '' That is, your preaching 
a Beelzebub sermon, as it is called ; that you 
named the psalm and verse where it is said the 
Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice : and you 
read it, Bedzebub reigneth, let the earth trem- 
ble ; and in so doing called the Lord Beelze- 
bub, and then said, that Beelzebub reigned, 
therefore people might fall from grace ; and 
as Beelzebub reigned, the people might live 
without sin in this life ; and that if Beelzebub 
did not reign, that they would not be building 
that new meeting-house," pointing out of the 
window with his hand to the Methodist 
church, which was building at that time. 
He then said that he had preached there some 
time, and had not given the Arminians a 
wbjppjag} and that he hadtakeatKatni^diioa 
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for that poqiOBe : '^fatJ' said be, '*thff« ars 
some irfthat {xindple m my church.^ *^ But^'* 
said be," I wiU be honest: I meant the Metb* 
odists, and intended to attack their emcMfieous 
prindpies.^ I then said to him, ^ What erro- 
neous principles?' He said. ^ That of falling 
from grace.'' " How,'' said I. ** is that errone- 
ous ?" He said, " Because it makes out the 
devil to be stronger than God : for," said he, 
" if the devil can get any of God's children, he 
must be the stiongest" I then said to him, 
''Does our standing depend altogether on 
God's being stronger than the devil?" He 
said, it did. I then asked him if he were as 
faithful to Grod as he ought to be ; be said, 
" No." I then said, " What is the matter ? is 
the devil the strongest?" He then said ho 
would prove his doctrine from the Scriptures : 
"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 
and theijr follow me. And I give unto them eter- 
nal life ; and tliey shall never perish, neither 
shaU any pluck them out of my hand, fhr 
my Father, which gave them me is greater 
than all ; and none is able to pluck them 
out of my Father's hand." " Now," said he, 
" I will pin all the force of my argument on 
the word 'for.' Now, according to out lau- 
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guage, the word signifies a reason." " Then/' 
said I, '^ the word * for ' is not there, and as you 
pin all pn that word, and it is not there, what 
will you do now?" He said, that h^ would 
bring me a scripture that I could not get by, 
which was, " I will visit thieir transgressicHis 
with the rod, and their iniquities with stripes* 
Nevertheless, my loving kindnejss will I not 
utterly take from them." I then told him I 
was astonished that a man having studied 
divinity should quote that for Scripture when 
there was nothing in the Scriptures like ^^ his 
loving kindness he would not take from them.^ 
He then said, ^^ Let me see that psalm." He 
took the Bible, and looked it over, and then 
said, '^ I am right still : for it has reference to 
his Anointed, which is Jesus Christ, and Je- 
sus Christ and his people are one ; and so 
it cannot be taken from them." I then 
said to him, " Arei you a Christian'*" He 
said he was. I said, ** Are you Jesus Christ ?!' 
He said, ^' No." He then scratched his head 
and said, ^^ Somehow or other my head has 
got muddy to-day; but I will come one of 
these days and have it all out with you." 
But he never came to have it out with me, as 
he said. But he had said, that the reason 
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why he pointed to our meeting-house, and 
said what he did, was, that if Beelzebub did 
not reign, there would be but one people, 
and all would go to one [dace of worship. 
But this gave great ofllence to his church, 
so much so, that they demanded a public 
confesedon; and when he made it, he told 
them that he was requested to make confes- 
sion for his manner of preaching the last 
sabbath. He said that the reason why they 
enjoined this on him was, because they did 
not understand him ; for his motives were 
pure, as for as purity could be attached to 
motives; for all motives were impure; and 
then his people thought that they could put 
up with the sermon as well as they could 
with the confession, and so they dismissed 
him ; and what has become of him I know 
not 

We held our quarterly meeting at Pough- 
keepsie, and it was a glorious time. The 
preachers put up at Judge Williams's. The 
judge was in the love-feast, and it was the 
first he ever was in. He said it was the 
most interesting meeting that he ever attend- 
ed ; " for," said he, " they could not very 
well be formal, for there was a little praying, 
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a little singing, a little exhortation, a little 
shouting, and praising of God ; and there was 
little or no room for dead formality ; it appear- 
ed that they were all alive." It was indeed a 
tinoe to be remembered. 

Our meeting at Amenia was still going on : 
we had some good help from the family of 
Ingraham's, and also of Powers'. The most 
of those engaged in this revival are gone home ; 
but the children they have left will rise up 
and call them blessed. Their father's house 
was a home for the preachers, and the chil- 
dren would hail them as they rode along, and 
welcome them to their houses. I shall al- 
ways feel grateful to them for what they have 
done for me and mine. 

I well recollect once on a fest day, which 
was proclaimed by the president of the United 
States, preaching in the forenoon at our new 
church, not then finished, and in the after- 
noon went to hear a Presbyterian preach; 
and about the middle of the sermon there was 
the most terrific tempest that I ever witnessed : 
the hailstones broke out almost all the glass 
on the west side of the meeting-house, three 
carriages were upset, and there was much 
joraying for a Uttle time* "When the etorm 
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vma a -littte over the preacher picked up hk 
notes ; for he bad laid them down, and hunt- 
ed for his place, and did not very readily find 
it. He asked them to sing a hymn, while 
they got their minds composed ; but Aether 
he found his place or not, I could not tell, for 
I was looking at the tempest; it was very tre- 
mendous, and I feared for our meeting-house ; 
but it stood the storm without harm, although 
that side of our chmch toward the storm was 
not closed. For a while we had but one 
church, and that in union with the Pra^yte- 
riai^ and Baptists, which did not do very wdl ; 
so our friends built one of their own, and all 
went oa well, and we bad good times. 

During the revival at Amenia, one of 
Thomas Ingraham's sons experienced a 
change of heart: he is now a travelling 
preacher in one of the western conferences. 
While I was on this circuit I crossed over the 
river to Newbui^h circuit to New-Marlbo- 
Tough, the place of my nativity. In the vil- 
lage of Milton there was a Methodist meeting- 
house for which the people were in ddbt #700, 
and they thought they had nothing to pay. 
My eldest brother, Henry, said that he had 
heard that I was a good b^gar, and he mki 

\4 
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that they would petition the bishop for me, if 
I would come ; for th^r house was in danger 
of being' sold. I told hin» that I would come 
and hdp them, for I did not want them ft> 
lose their house ; and in the year 1816 1 was 
appointed, with brother H. Bangs, to New> 
burgh circuit. So I began my work of 
begging for the house. I drew up the sub- 
Bcription, and headed it with one hundred 
dollars, and went to my brother, and told him 
that he must giro one hundred dollaTs more; 
he said that be had given all that he well 
couid. I tdd him that the Lord could take 
that from him^ and then it would be losi; 
" But,'' said I, " put it m the meeting-house, 
and you may save it; and not only so, but you 
wiQ not eat less food, nor wear less clothes ; 
and more than this, your children may be con- 
yerted, and that wiQ be the best of all.'' 
" What you say is reasonaUe," said he ; " set 
me down one hundred dollars." I then went to 
my biother-in-law, and told him the samestory, 
and he said, '^Take thy bill, and write one 
Jiundred." I then went to aS the rest of the 
dass, and got thirty-five dollars more. I then 
inquired otihe quarterly conference, if it was 
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voted that it should be paid for. I told thcxn * 
that if they would choose a committee to make 
out the dividend for each class I would collect it 
This being^done, I went round the circuit, and 
collected all that I could. I came to one class, 
where they were apportioned only ten ddlar? : 
they had one rich man in the class: I told 
them what I had done for their circuit, and 
they very soon left me alone. I tried the se- 
cond time, and wished them not to leave me 
as they had done before ; and if they would 
not pay me anjrthing, I would pay it for 
them ; and then, if they came to the quarterly 
meeting, I would give them as good a 
place as I could to stop at, and as good a 
seat in the house as I could for their comfort ; 
but they would not give me anything, so 
that made me one hundred and ten. When 
I came to another place, where their propor- 
tion was thirty-seven dollars, I began at the 
richest man first, and he said he could not 
afford to give anything ; but he would give 
one dollar. I said it would not do ; he said 
I must get all that I could from the rest of the 
class, and I must go home with him. I did 
so, but I had not got more than half enough, 
00 I talked with him until bed-time, and got 
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him to give as high as ten dollars. I stuck 
f(X ten, and at length told him to let me set 
him down ten ddlars, and when I came to 
cdlect it, if he were not willing to pay the ten, 
I would pay five : and so it was, he was not 
rich enough, and I had to pay the five, and 
that made me one hundred and fifteen dollars. 
So I got through, and was glad to come 
off so. 

I was highly pleased with my cdleague 
this year; it was a pleasant time to me. I 
travelled among my friends and relations, in 
the place of my nativity. It seemed pleasant 
to go to the place where my parents lived and 
died. My brother and two sisters witnessed 
their death. I have preached in my father's 
house a great many times, and have had 
some good seasons to my poor soul. I have 
some sweet prospects of meeting them in glory. 
I pray the Lord to help me to live for it ; for 
if we live the life of the righteous, we have 
the promise, that we shall die his death. 
Then all will be well. 

In 1820 I was appointed on New-Rochelle 
circuit, and had brother William Jewett for 
my colleague, which was very pleasant. 
This good brother was a reformation man. 
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He labouied hard for souls, and at While 
Plains une had a giorious revivaL There were 
many souls awakened and converted to 
God. I took on probation twenty-two at one 
time, which was thought to be a great many 
for those times. We admitted into society, 
first and last, a goodly number ; one of them 
is now a travelling preacher, namely, John 
Crawford. I used to stop at brother Abraham 
Miller's. He is a man well known, and well 
reported of by the preachers who have tra- 
vdiled this circuit His house was a home for 
them whenever they were there. He was an 
exhorter, and laboured much, and with great 
success. One day I said to him, '< Who lives 
in the ^econd house at the bottom of the hill 
north of this ?" He said, " My eldest brother, 
James." I asked him if our preachers visited 
him. He said, <<No." I said, <<I have a 
mind to go." He then said be wished I would. 
I said, <' He will not abuse me, will he ?" He 
said, '^ No, he will treat you kindly." So I 
went, and introduced myself into the fomily, 
and received a hearty welcome indeed. I never 
was treated b^er at any place. So I stayed 
all night, and talked with them about their 
souls' concern. Both he and some of the fami- 
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ly were awakened, and the dear old man be- 
came 90 distressed that our friends feared for 
him ; but the Lord took care of him, and 
brought him into liberty. At length all the 
family were brought to taste the pardoning 
love of God. At this house I made my home 
whenever I was on that part of the circuit : 
I shall always gratefully^ remember this &mi- 
ly. Brother James Miller is no more: his 
sufferings are over. He has left a wife and 
children to mourn, but not without hope. 
One of his daughters died before him, and 
went out of the world rejoicing, and clapped 
her hands for joy ; and I have no doubt but 
there has been a happy and joyful meeting of 
the father and the daughter in a better world 
than this, where it is all glory, glory. I feel 
a4ittle of this while I write, and I hope to 
join with them when I have finished my 
work below. 

We had a good revival all through the cir- 
cuit, especially at Rye. We stopped at brother 
Ezekiel Halsted's, where we had a good 
home. Part of the family had religion, and 
part had^ot. The parents prayed much for 
their chiklren. Some of them lived in New- 
York^ and some in Rye. The parents asked 
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me one day to talk to their son Elisba, who 
was then keeping store in the village. I told 
them that I would when I got better acquaint- 
ed with him, for he was very bashful. If I 
recollect right, that was the day before he was 
awakened. I remember well when preach- 
ing at that time of having great liberty ; and 
when we came into class, and I was exhort- 
ing the class to faithfulness, Elisha was 
sitting near the gallery stairs, unknown to 
any one of the family in the house. He at 
length rose, with his handkerchief to his eyes, 
and went to his father, who was sitting by 
the altar, and, throwing his arms around his 
neck, said, " Father, pray for me." I then 
said, '^ This is like the prodigal son returning 
to his father." I asked brother Taylor to 
pray, and then whispered to the father, and 
told him to keep up the prayer meeting, for I 
must go to my next appointment. Sister 
Halsted and sister Brown at the beginning 
of the meeting held down their heads, as they 
said, to keep their eyes from drawing away 
their hearts, and did not look up to see who 
it was that I said was like the prodigal son. 
All the prajring was in general terms ; and 
when they were dismissed^ and had got into 
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the yard, sister Halsted asked who it was 
that brother Woolsey said was like the pro- 
digal son. One said, '^Elisha." She in- 
quired, « What Elisha ?" « Your son,'' was 
tJie answer. Then she and sister Brown 
were so overcome with joy that they hardly 
knew where they were. We had our quar- 
terly meeting sopn after this, and a great 
many came to the altar to be prayed for, and 
Elisha with them. This was the banning 
of good days in this place. Our presiding 
elder was not with us at this time, bat we 
got along as well as we could. Brother 
Halsted at this time had six sons; there 
were three of them living in New- York. 
They came up to their Other's on a visit, and 
one of them, William, found peace at his 
father's house. Elisha found peace in his 
store chamber. Scbureman and Samuel found 
peace in New- York, and Underbill at the 
homestead, some years after, he having pur- 
chased the place of his father, and moved 
there. The father is no more. He is gone 
to his reward in heaven. His son William 
died in the fuU triumphs of faith, irt New* 
York, a few years since. His last expree- 
fiione were taken down in writing ; his widow 
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has them, and I think they are very valuable. 
I heard her read them, and if I had them 
here I would write them down.* He was a 
great sufferer. But his sufferings are over. 
All who saw him in his last moments were 
greatly affected ; even the skeptic shed tears, 
and said, that grace was the best of all, when 
we came to die. He wanted to see this dying 
saint at the last, and I think it made a great 
impression on his mind. I am inclined to 
think these things cannot be easily forgotten. 
When 1 went to conference I told Bishop 
George that I had thought of asking for a 
supernumerary relation. He begged that I 
would not. I told him that I found I could 
not do the duty of an effective man on the 
circuit, and I felt bad to take the place of one 
that could do effective service. He said he 
would favour me. I told him that I would 
do all I could. He said he had heard that 
of me ever since he first heard of me. So 
he appointed me on Cortland circuit. It 
was where I lived at the time, and was 

* An account of the death of this good brother, and 
fllso that of his brother Ezekiel, and of their amiable 
stepmother, as well as the dyin^ sayings aUuded to 
above, were published in the Christian Advocate and 
Jonmal.-^Eo. 
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one of the hardest circuits on the disti 
I J i though the bishop did not know it ; but 

\\ thought it would favour me because it was 

home. I tried to do all that I could, 
colleague on the circuit was B. Northrop, 
was not a very pleasant colleague, for 8 
travelled round the circuit I would read 
rules of society, and endeavour to enf< 
plainness of manners and dress, and 
would follow me, and recommend the w< 
ing of gold, laces, and ruffles, and told 
people that it was becoming the Christi 
I found that he visited the rich, whet 
they had religion or not, and when sc 
of our friends referred him to me for pli 
ness, he would oppose my plainness, and 
how much better it would be for me 
would dress more fashionably ; but the [ 
members of the society he did not visit, 
took an opportunity to converse with hi 
he said that it was only some of the ignoi 
part of the society that complained of fa 
I told him that it was some of the most 
spectable part of society that found fault, 
then asked me who they were. I refei 
him to a young lady whom he highly 
teemed. He wished to know what she t 
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ofUiiL IthenloUhimUiaialieattdliehad 
beeo a gieal huit to her aisleri lAo was op- 
posed to her, and to the Methodhte. She 
further said thai the Presbyterian preMhaa 
that came there talked more ooDsislentfy on 
thesul^ectctf religion than he did. He then 
b^kn to make confession, such as it was. I 
tried to get along with him as easy as I 
could. The people on the circuit said that he 
was not a long-lived Methodist ; andsoitwas^ 
for he at length went to the Episcopalians^ 
and moved somewhere to the west, where ha 
settled. Our Ices was not very great 

The next year I was appointed to New 
Rochelle circuit I travelled and laboured 
hard for more than six months, and then my 
strength failed, so that I had to give over 
travelling. I stayed a short time with Jbsqph 
Wilson^ my brother-in-law, and then came 
to Bye, and bought me a house, and soon 
after moved into it; and here I expect to 
stay until my last remove, which will be to 
the other world. 

Since I have lived in Rye we have had 
some good revivals ; although we have had 
some discouragements, yet amidst them all, 
we have kept our heads above the water*, 

11 
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There are some, however, that have gn 
back, thinking that they have been har 
dealt with. I have tried to keep peace 
much as I could, and this year [1843] Go 
working wonders among us. Some of ' 
neighbooiB have been converted, and so 
are seeking the pearl of great price. 

At Lower Rochelle there has been a g< 
work this year. At King-street, also, ib 
has been a great work. In that one soci 
nearly seventy have been added to 
dburch. 

At Portchester there has been, and still 
a great work. The last time I was th 
twenty-two were added to the society. Il 
thought that at this place most of the pec 
are under concern of mind. If our house 
worship were as large again as it is, it wo 
f. be more convenient, as now we cannot ge 

the mourners to encourage them. Some 
the moA respectable persons in the comr 
nity, both at King-street and Portches 
I have joined with us to pull down the stro 

holds of Satan, and they have become v 
useful in the church. Some of the first cl 
of people will rise and address the congre 
tico with great confidence aivA i(fra^<^^ \ ^ 
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it is said by otbeni that they cannot stand that, 
thore is so much of God in it that it breaks 
down their stubborn hearts. Our preachers 
have their hands fiiU ; one attends at King- 
street, and the other at Portchoeter. 

We have some souls converted in Bye, and 
others are inquiring the way, or, " What shall 
I do to be saved?" When our preachers 
came on the circuit they felt much discour- 
aged, and said they had rather taken any 
circuit on the district than this : they now 
feel better, and I am glad. When our preach* 
ers are cast down I feel sorrow of heart, but 
when they feel encouraged then I rejoice with 
them ; so I can " rejoice with them that re- 
joice, and weep with them that weep." But, 
I believe, when the members are all alive in 
religion, and striving for that mind that was 
in the Redeemer, we shall s^ good times ; 
for we have the promise of God to that effect, 
and his promises will never fail. There has 
been a great deal of praying for a revival of 
the work of God on this circuit, in public as 
well as in private. 

In the village of Milton we have our meet- 
ings in a school-house, on Wednesday even- 
ing; and on sabbath morning sabbath schod, 
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then prayer tneeUng, and also class met 
Id the aftemooa we go to the church at 
village, and then in the evening at these 
house in Milton again. We consider 
selves a bighly-fevoured people, and we c 
to live up to our privileges. E. 

%e, WM(eAM(«r eo., N. Y., 1B4S. 
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